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Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Jenna Larkin, EPA
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

An Introduction to P2 and EPP

Pollution Prevention (P2): Any practice that 
reduces, eliminates, or prevents pollution at its 
source prior to recycling, treatment or disposal.

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing (EPP): 
A key source reduction strategy for institutional 
purchasers
• Leverages institutional buying power
• Helps stimulate market demand for and 

increase availability of greener products and 
services for all purchasers.



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Federal Sustainable Acquisition Directives
• Executive Order 14057 & Implementing Instructions
• Federal Sustainability Plan
• OMB Memo 22-06

Net-zero emissions 
procurement by 2050

Prioritize products that 
can be reused, 

refurbished, or recycled

Ensure compliance with 
statutory mandates and 

procurement of products/ 
services identified or 

recommended by EPA.

Prioritize 
products/services 

addressing multiple 
environmental impacts

Prioritize products that do 
not contain PFAS.

Take actions to reduce and 
phase out procurement of 
single-use plastic products



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Federal Sustainable Acquisition Directives
Statutory Mandates

Required

EPA Programs
Maximum Extent Practicable

Recycled Content Biobased Content Ozone Depleting 
Substances

Energy Efficiency Energy & Water Efficiency

Water Efficiency Safer Chemical 
Ingredients Transportation

Recommendations of Private Sector 
Standards and Ecolabels



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Recommendations of Specifications, Standards, and Ecolabels for 
Federal Purchasing

Global Marketplace
460+ Standards/Ecolabels

1. Based on review and use by 
another federal agency

2. Required by the FAR

3. Based on an assessment 
against EPA’s Framework for 
Environmental Performance 
Standards and Ecolabels

The Recommendations
34 product/service categories, 40+ private sector 

standards/ecolabels, 3 specifications
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View the Recommendations webpage

https://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts/recommendations-specifications-standards-and-ecolabels-federal-purchasing


Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Product Categories Covered by the Recommendations

*Standards/ecolabels in these categories were assessed against EPA’s Framework

Cafeteria

• Food Service Ware: Containers, 
Cutlery, Dishware

• Commercial Dishwasher Detergent

Construction

• Adhesives
• Carpet*
• Ceiling Tiles-Acoustical
• Fiberboard, Gypsum Panels, and 

Wallboard
• Flooring*
• Insulation
• Interior Latex Paint*
• Other Miscellaneous Building Finishes*

Electronics & Associated 
Services

• Computers
• Cloud Services
• Electronics Recycling Services
• Energy Savings Performance Contracts
• Imaging Equipment
• Mobile Phones
• Network Equipment
• Print Management Services
• Photovoltaic Modules and Inverters
• Power Purchase Agreements
• Seat Management Services
• Servers
• Televisions
• Wireless Services

Machine Shop Operations

• Parts Wash Solution

Custodial

• Cleaners: Carpet, Glass, 
Multipurpose

• Floor Care
• Hand Soap
• Bathroom Tissue
• Paper Towels
• Trash Bags

Grounds/Landscaping

• Deicer

Office/Furniture

• Copy Paper
• Furniture*



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

New Recommendations Search Tool



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Expansion of EPA’s Recommended Standards and Ecolabels

EPA is in the process of assessing additional private sector 
standards/ecolabels for possible inclusion into the 
Recommendations.

Expansion Categories:
• Food Service Ware
• Uniforms/clothing
• Professional services
• Laboratories
• Healthcare



Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Large U.S. Federal Footprint = Opportunity to Lead by Example 
and Influence the Sustainable Products Market

The U.S. 
Federal 
government:

Is the single largest purchaser in the world spending ~$690 billion 
annually on goods and services

Procurements represent roughly 2.5% of USGDP and influence much 
more

Manages over 350,000 buildings, 600,000 vehicles, and nearly 1 of 
every 5 acres in the U.S.

Spends ~$90 billion annually on IT equipment and services

Is the largest energy consumer in the nation, spending ~$18 billion 
annually 

Uses renewable energy to power 8.6% of its facility electric energy 
needs
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Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Program

Let’s Connect!

Email: 
epp@epa.gov or 

larkin.jenna@epa.gov 
EPA’s Sustainable Marketplace: 

epa.gov/greenerproducts

mailto:epp@epa.gov
mailto:larkin.jenna@epa.gov


GSA - Systems Background
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Steven Baker, GSA
E-Commerce Modernization
Catalog Management Office
Federal Acquisition Service



What is GSA Advantage?
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 GSA Advantage is an online shopping and ordering system that 
provides access to thousands of contractors and millions of 
supplies (products) and services. Anyone may browse on GSA 
Advantage to view and compare the variety of products and 
services offered.

 Federal government employees can make purchases on GSA 
Advantage using: GSA SmartPay, an Activity Address Code (AAC) 
or a Department of Defense Activity Address Code (DoDAAC).

 State and local government entities can now use GSA Advantage to 
purchase products and services under both the Cooperative 
Purchasing Program and the Disaster Purchasing Program. 

https://www.gsaadvantage.gov/advantage/ws/main/start_page?store=ADVANTAGE
https://www.gsa.gov/buying-selling/purchasing-programs/gsa-schedule/schedule-buyers/state-and-local-governments/cooperative-purchasing
https://www.gsa.gov/buying-selling/purchasing-programs/gsa-schedule/schedule-buyers/state-and-local-governments/cooperative-purchasing
https://www.gsa.gov/buying-selling/purchasing-programs/gsa-schedule/schedule-buyers/state-and-local-governments/state-and-local-disaster-purchasing


MAS Roadmap (Link in Resources Slide)
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Issues With Advantage

17

Size of text correlates to how frequently a customer expresses the issue as a comment on Adv survey



What VPP Isn't
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VPP ≠ MAS Contract



What is the Verified Products Portal
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• Data Warehouse for Authoritative Product Content
• Manufacturer/Wholesaler Supplied Data

• Vendor Authorization Control
• Letters of Supply

• Supply Chain Risk Management Data
• Product Prohibition Rules

• Sustainability Information
• e.g., Safer Choice, Energy Star, SNAP, etc.

• Catalog Standardization
• Interface with FAS Catalog Platform (FCP)



Program Goals
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Objective of Environmental Program 
Engagements

• Improve environmental accuracy on GSAAdvantage! 
by engaging with the environmental program offices 
to encourage program manufacturers and suppliers 
to participate in the Verified Products Portal (VPP).

• Increase manufacturer participation in the GSA 
Verified Products Portal (VPP) to make it easier for 
federal buyers to find sustainable products on 
GSAAdvantage!.

Manufacturer/Wholesaler Participation

• The VPP is available at no cost and improves the 
representation of commercial off-the-shelf products 
on GSAAdvantage!.

• Manufacturers of sustainable products can use the 
VPP to ensure the correct environmental 
designations are assigned to their products and 
correctly displayed on GSAAdvantage!.

• The VPP also allows manufacturers to:
• Protect against supply chain risks and ensure product 

and vendor authenticity;
• Improve customer experience; and
• Control who can sell products and what product lines 

they can sell



Green Data Standardization Goals
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• Standardization - Remove the capability of vendors to game or muddy the data stream

• Transparency - Show our customers the same information used to award items to contract

• Solicit Feedback - Use feedback button to gather incorrect product attributes

• Data Correction - Catalog Quality Specialists utilize the Master Product Management tool to 
make immediate product record changes

• Increase Accuracy - Verify and report inaccurate information back to XSB to be incorporated 
into the bi-monthly refresh

• Continue to refine data collection from API’s and data scraping.
• Continue to recruit participants to VPP.
• Continue to work with the various green icon programs to establish data standard.



Standardized Green Icons on ADV

22

CPG



Icon Assignment Process
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Energy Star, Safer Choice, 
SNAP, CPG, FEMP, Bio-
Preferred, EPEAT



Feedback Loop
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 Report Incorrect Product Information Link (RIPIL)



GSA Green Acquisition Tools
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GSA’s Suite of Sustainable Acquisition Tools

Green 
Procurement Compilation

Find federal sustainable acquisition 
requirements that apply to the products 
and services you buy.

Scan QR Code or go to 
https://sftool.gov/greenprocurement

SFTool Product Search

Find products & gather documentation 
from over 300,000 products registered 
with environmental programs listed in the 
Green Procurement Compilation.

Scan QR Code or go to 
https://sftool.ecomedes.com

GSA Advantage! ® 
Environmental Aisle

Buy compliant products on GSA Multiple 
Award Schedules, Best-in-Class 
contracts, and more by using 
environmental program filters.

Scan QR Code or go to 
https://www.gsaadvantage.gov Scroll to 
Special Product Categories and select 
Environmental.

https://sftool.gov/greenprocurement
https://sftool.ecomedes.com/
https://www.gsaadvantage.gov/


Future SFTool Integration
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Future SFTool Integration
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GSA Advantage and VPP Walkthrough
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Melissa Hopkinson, EPA
Safer Choice Program



 Voluntary EPA program designed to 
− Make it easier to find cleaning & other products 

with safer ingredients
− Incentivize brands to make said products

 Certifies cleaning & other products that 
meet EPA’s high standards for 
− Ingredient safety
− Performance
− Sustainable packaging

EPA Safer Choice Program 
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 Purchasers can use GSA Advantage to easily find and buy Safer 
Choice-certified products 

 Manufacturers can improve their product data on GSA Advantage 
through the Verified Products Portal (VPP)

What should Safer Choice partners and 
purchasers know about GSA Advantage?

30Safer Choice and DfE Programs



 Search for Safer 
Choice-certified 
products on 
GSA Advantage!

 Use Advanced 
Search to make 
searching easier 

GSA Advantage Search Tools 
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https://www.gsaadvantage.gov/advantage/ws/main/start_page?store=ADVANTAGE


 Enter a search 
term(s)

 Scroll down to choose 
Environmental 
Programs, including
− Safer Choice Certified
− BioPreferred 

Compliant
− EPA’s Recommended 

Ecolabels

GSA Advantage 
Advanced Search

32Safer Choice and DfE Programs



Search 
results
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 Safer Choice icon 
associated with 
each certified 
product

 Green leaf 
signals 
environmental 
icons



Safer Choice Certified Icon
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 Manufacturers can 
upload product data 
through the Verified 
Products Portal (VPP) to 
be displayed on GSA 
Advantage

 Product data will follow 
product
− Independent of contractor 

selling and shipping 
product

Verified Products Portal (VPP)
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https://www.gsa.gov/tools-overview/buying-and-selling-tools/verified-products-portal-vpp
https://www.gsa.gov/tools-overview/buying-and-selling-tools/verified-products-portal-vpp


 Set up a VPP account – VPP Registration

VPP Registration 
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https://vpp.xsb.com/signup


 Returning users can log in using their email 
and password – VPP Log in 

VPP Log In
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https://vpp.xsb.com/


VPP Catalog Page
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 For each product in your catalog, 
you can enter product details

 Details include
− Main Product Info 

o Brand
o Manufacturer
o Part Number
o Product descriptions

− Marking & Category
o Product identifier data (GTINs, etc.)
o Categories (product category, certifications, etc.)
o f

VPP Product Details
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 Add links to images and 
other files in the “Media” 
section of the Product 
Details page

 Examples:
− Product images
− 360 views
− Videos
− PDF files like user guides

VPP Product Details (cont.)
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 Product record with 
dynamic specifications 
data
− Separate upload that allows 

you to add information not 
otherwise captured by 
standard fields

− This could include 
additional ecolabels

VPP Product 
Details (cont.)
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Vendor authorizations on VPP
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Example of product without enrichment

43Safer Choice and DfE Programs



Example of enriched product
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Multiple images added to product data
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Detailed Product Description 
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Product Specifications
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 Example of dynamic 
specifications shown on 
product page 



Enriched products with stock status 
displayed

48



 MAS Solicitation Page link: https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/purchasing-
programs/multiple-award-schedule/help-with-mas-contracts-to-sell-to-government/roadmap-to-
get-a-mas-contract?gsaredirect=masroadmap 

 VPP Informational Page: https://www.gsa.gov/tools-overview/buying-and-selling-
tools/verified-products-portal-vpp

 VPP Registration: https://vpp.xsb.com/signup

 VPP Login: https://vpp.xsb.com/

 VPP Swagger (API Access): https://vpp.xsb.com/api/docs/

 Safer Choice Program: www.epa.gov/saferchoice 

 EPP: www.epa.gov/greenerproducts  

Helpful Links
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https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/purchasing-programs/multiple-award-schedule/help-with-mas-contracts-to-sell-to-government/roadmap-to-get-a-mas-contract?gsaredirect=masroadmap
https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/purchasing-programs/multiple-award-schedule/help-with-mas-contracts-to-sell-to-government/roadmap-to-get-a-mas-contract?gsaredirect=masroadmap
https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/purchasing-programs/multiple-award-schedule/help-with-mas-contracts-to-sell-to-government/roadmap-to-get-a-mas-contract?gsaredirect=masroadmap
https://www.gsa.gov/tools-overview/buying-and-selling-tools/verified-products-portal-vpp
https://www.gsa.gov/tools-overview/buying-and-selling-tools/verified-products-portal-vpp
https://vpp.xsb.com/signup
https://vpp.xsb.com/
https://vpp.xsb.com/api/docs/
http://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
http://www.epa.gov/greenerproducts


 Clive Davies
davies.clive@epa.gov 

 Jenna Larkin
larkin.jenna@epa.gov 

Questions?
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 Steven Baker
steven.baker@gsa.gov

 Melissa Hopkinson
hopkinson.melissa@epa.gov 

mailto:davies.clive@epa.gov
mailto:larkin.jenna@epa.gov
mailto:steven.baker@gsa.gov
mailto:hopkinson.melissa@epa.gov
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