
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY – REGION 1 (EPA) 
WATER DIVISION 
5 POST OFFICE SQUARE 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02109 

 

 
EPA EXTENSION OF PUBLIC NOTICE PERIOD OF A DRAFT NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION 
SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT TO DISCHARGE INTO WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES UNDER SECTION 402 OF 
THE CLEAN WATER ACT (CWA), AS AMENDED, AND MASSDEP PUBLIC NOTICE OF EPA REQUEST FOR STATE 
CERTIFICATION UNDER SECTION 401 OF THE CWA. 

ORIGINAL PUBLIC NOTICE PERIOD: December 16, 2024 – January 30, 2025 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE EXTENDED TO: February 28, 2025 
 

PERMIT NUMBER: MA0101036 

NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF APPLICANT: 
 
Town of North Attleborough 
3 Cedar Road 
North Attleborough, MA  02763 
 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE FACILITY WHERE DISCHARGE OCCURS: 
 

North Attleborough Wastewater Treatment Facility (the Facility) 
3 Cedar Road 
North Attleborough, MA 02763 

RECEIVING WATER AND CLASSIFICATION: Ten Mile River (Class B- Warm Water Fishery) 
 

PREPARATION OF THE DRAFT PERMIT AND EPA REQUEST FOR CWA § 401 CERTIFICATION: 
 
EPA is issuing for public notice and comment the Draft NPDES Permit for the North Attleborough Wastewater 
Treatment Facility that treats domestic and industrial wastewater. Sludge from this facility is transported to 
the Synagro facility in Woonsocket, RI for incineration. The effluent limits and permit conditions have been 
drafted pursuant to, and assure compliance with, the CWA, including EPA-approved State Surface Water 
Quality Standards at 314 CMR 4.00. MassDEP cooperated with EPA in the development of the Draft NPDES 
Permit. MassDEP retains independent authority under State law to publish for public notice their CWA § 401 
certification and a separate state Surface Water Discharge Permit for the discharge, not the subject of this 
notice, under the Massachusetts Clean Waters Act, M.G.L. c. 21, §§ 26-53. 
 



In addition, EPA has requested that MassDEP grant or deny certification of this Draft Permit pursuant to 
Section 401 of the CWA and implementing regulations. Under federal regulations governing the NPDES 
program at 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 124.53(e), state certification shall contain conditions 
that are necessary to assure compliance with the applicable provisions of CWA sections 208(e), 301, 302, 
303, 306, and 307 and with appropriate requirements of State law, including any conditions more stringent 
than those in the Draft Permit that MassDEP finds necessary to meet these requirements. Furthermore, 
MassDEP may provide a statement of the extent to which each condition of the Draft Permit can be made 
less stringent without violating the requirements of State law. 
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE DRAFT PERMIT: 
The Draft Permit and explanatory Fact Sheet may be obtained at no cost at 
https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/massachusetts-draft-individual-npdes-permits or by contacting: 

Betsy Davis 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Region 1 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 (06-1) 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 
Telephone: (617) 918-1576 
Email: davis.betsy@epa.gov 

Any electronically available documents that are part of the administrative record can be requested from 
the EPA contact above. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT AND REQUESTS FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
All persons, including applicants, who believe any condition of this Draft Permit is inappropriate must raise 
all reasonably ascertainable issues and submit all reasonably available arguments supporting their position 
by February 28, 2025, which is the close of the public comment period. Comments, including those 
pertaining to EPA’s request for CWA § 401 certification, should be submitted to the EPA contact at the 
address or email listed above. Upon the close of the public comment period, EPA will make all comments 
available to MassDEP. All commenters who want MassDEP to consider their comments in the state 
decision-making processes (i.e., the separate state permit and the CWA § 401 certification) must submit 
such comments to MassDEP during the state comment period for the state Draft Permit and CWA § 401 
certification. For information on submitting such comments to MassDEP, please follow the instructions 
found in the state public notice at: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massdep-public-hearings-
comment-opportunities. 
 
Any person, prior to the close of the EPA public comment period, may submit a request in writing to EPA 
for a public hearing on the Draft Permit under 40 CFR § 124.10. Such requests shall state the nature of the 
issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. A public hearing may be held after at least thirty days public 
notice if the Regional Administrator finds that response to this notice indicates significant public interest. 
In reaching a final decision on this Draft Permit, the Regional Administrator will respond to all significant 
comments and make the responses available to the public. 

 
If comments are submitted in hard copy form, please also email a copy to the EPA contact above. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=082047017b0b9be08dc0c842c39971a9&term_occur=999&term_src=Title%3A40%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AD%3APart%3A124%3ASubpart%3AD%3A124.53
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=a65af6358b6fb418657a3d5f195b7431&term_occur=999&term_src=Title%3A40%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AD%3APart%3A124%3ASubpart%3AD%3A124.53
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=4334aaf0d9c0e9534622ad5db0e59f61&term_occur=999&term_src=Title%3A40%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AD%3APart%3A124%3ASubpart%3AD%3A124.53
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=082047017b0b9be08dc0c842c39971a9&term_occur=999&term_src=Title%3A40%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AD%3APart%3A124%3ASubpart%3AD%3A124.53
https://www.law.cornell.edu/definitions/index.php?width=840&height=800&iframe=true&def_id=6ca1e02f68d20132a2d9c5ba8a45339e&term_occur=999&term_src=Title%3A40%3AChapter%3AI%3ASubchapter%3AD%3APart%3A124%3ASubpart%3AD%3A124.53
https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/massachusetts-draft-individual-npdes-permits
mailto:davis.betsy@epa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Fservice-details%2Fmassdep-public-hearings-comment-opportunities&data=04%7C01%7CDemeo.Sharon%40epa.gov%7C05a09110f74448e20cc308d8f86461f3%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637532457301655994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wA%2BL55miwGpLU%2FkccOIxoUt9RxJYvVIMcNQ70su3Dos%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Fservice-details%2Fmassdep-public-hearings-comment-opportunities&data=04%7C01%7CDemeo.Sharon%40epa.gov%7C05a09110f74448e20cc308d8f86461f3%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637532457301655994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wA%2BL55miwGpLU%2FkccOIxoUt9RxJYvVIMcNQ70su3Dos%3D&reserved=0


FINAL PERMIT DECISION: 
 

Following the close of the comment period, and after a public hearing, if such hearing is held, the Regional 
Administrator will issue a final permit decision and notify the applicant and each person who has 
submitted written comments or requested notice. 

 

KEN MORAFF, DIRECTOR 
WATER DIVISION 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY – REGION 1 

 


	Public Notice Extension 



