Los Angeles Wildfires

Phase 1: Hazardous Material Removal
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been assigned by i) RESPONSE A7
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the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to survey, remove, ﬁ"'r PR
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and dispose of hazardous materials from properties burned by wildfires
in Los Angeles County.
o EPA’s work removing hazardous materials is Phase 1 of the federal cleanup
response.
e Phase 2 is debris removal and will be coordinated by FEMA

Phase 1 has started and is done at no cost to residents.

EPA will remove potentially dangerous everyday products like:
Paint

Cleaners and solvents

Qils

Batteries

Pesticides
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EPA will remove lithium-ion batteries from vehicles, homes, and other products.

EPA will remove visible asbestos and inspect pressurized fuel cylinders (like propane
tanks).
e After afire, these products require special handling, especially if their containers
are damaged.
o EPAfield teams will also remove items thought to have asbestos if they are easy to
identify, but the property will not be fully cleared until Phase 2 (debris removal).

Some empty containers EPAinspects will
be removed. be marked with a white X and left to be
removed during Phase 2.
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Frequently Asked Questions This property’s Hazardous Materials

removal is
How will EPA remove hazardous materials from ‘f COMPLE
my property?
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1. An EPA-led team will survey your property © A
for work conditions. "9

2. Asecond EPA-led team will remove
hazardous materials.

3. Once Complete’ the EPA will place a Sign on v Read local h;ﬁ!‘?g;ﬂ:ﬁﬁ:&aﬁt‘:‘gﬁg}ef:;tz;::g burned areas
your property (like the sign to the right).

DERARTMENT OF
TOXIC SUBSTANCES
COMTROL

Contact with us questions:

EPA will only remove hazardous materials. 1-833-R9- epa'g“[;i"ff"_".lﬂ'w“dfm
e Iffirearms (that appear to be functional) or USEPA e

suspected remains are found, EPA will stop (1-833-798-7372) i ¥
work and contact local law enforcement for EPA._AW-..;}-.R..“;@&.M.W
handling.

Why are hazardous materials removed?
e Hazardous materials are harmful to the environment and residents. These materials
need to be safely removed and disposed of before Phase 2 can start.

What does Deferred to Phase 2 mean?

e This means that EPA could not safely access your property to remove hazardous
materials due to physical hazards such as blocked access, steep unstable slopes,
basements, or unstable structures on the property.

e Hazardous materials will be removed by U.S. Army Corps (if you opt-in to their ash
and debris removal program) or your private contractor (if you opt-out).

Dol need to give the EPA permission to enter my property?
e No. The State of California granted EPA authority on January 15, 2025 to access
properties without permission from the property owner.
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For questions about EPA’s Phase 1 Hazardous Materials removal
work, contact our hotline or email us:

1-833-R9-USEPA
(1-833-798-7372)

R EPALAWildfiresinfo@epa.gov
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