
       

  

 

      

 

 
              

            

         
         

 
 

             

          
       

 
  

  

  
  

 
 

        

 

APPENDIX I 

AREAS OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN (ACEC) 

IN MASSACHUSETTS 

If the project is proposed in one of the communities listed in the following three pages (updated 
November 2013), the project may be located in an Area of Critical Environmental Concert 

(ACEC).  Please see the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (MADCR) 
webpage at http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/acec/index.htm for the most current listing of 

ACEC. 

To confirm whether the project location is within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

(ACEC), call or contact the community’s Conservation Commission of the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and Recreation (MADCR) program at: 

MA DCR 
251 Causeway Street 

Suite 7000 
Boston, MA 02114 

(617) 626-1250 
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MASSACHUSETTS AREAS OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENT AL CONCERN 
November 201 o 
Total Appro.ximate Acraage: 268,000 acms 
Approximate acniage and d0Signalio11 dale follu.v ACEC 
names belo.Y. 

Bourne Back River 
(1 ,850 acres, 1989) Bourne 

Canoe River Aquifer a11d Associa1ed Areas (1 7.200 
acres, 1991) Easton, Foxborough, Mansfield, Norton, 
Sharon, and Taunton 

Cedar swamp 
(1,650 acres, 1975) Hopkinton and Westborough 

Central Nashua River Valley 
(12,900 acres, 1996) Bolton, Harvard, Lancaster, and 
Leominster 

Cranberry Brook Watershed 
(1 ,050 acres, 1983) Braintree and Holbrook 

IEllisv ille Harbor 
(600 acres, 1980) Plymouth 

IFowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
(8,350 acres, 1992) Boston, Canton. Dedham, Milton, 
Norwood, Randolph, Sharon. and Westwood 

Golden Hllls 
(500 acres, 1987) Me1rose. Saugus, and Wakefield 

Great Marsh (origtnally designated as 
Parker River/Essex Bay) 

(25,500 acres, 1979) Essex, Gloucester, Ipswich. 
Newbury, and :Rowley 

Herring River Watersl'Ed 
(4,450 acres, 1991) Bourne and Plymouth 

Hinsdale IFlats Watershed 
(14,500 acres, 1992) Dalton, Hinsdale, Peru, and 
Washington 

IHookomock swamp 
(16,950 acres , 1990) Bridgewater. Easton, Norton, 
:Raynham, Taunton, and West Bridgewater 

Inner Cape Cod Bay 
(2,600 acres. 1985) Brewster, Eastham, and Orieans 

Kampoosa Bog Drainage Basin 
(1 ,350 acres, 1995) Lee and Stodkbridge 

Kamer Brook Watershed 
(7,000 acres, 1i992) Egremont and Mount Washington 

Miscoe, Wa,ren, and Whitehall Watersheds 
(8,700 acres, 2000) Grafton. Hopkinton, and Upton 

Neponset River Estuary 
(1,300 acres, 1i995) Boston, Milton. and Quincy 

Petapawag 
(25,680 acres, 2002) Ayer, Dunstable, Groton, 
Peppere11 , and Tyngsborough 

Pleasant Bay 
(9,240 acres, 1i987) Brewster, Chatham, Haiwich, and 
Orleans 

Poe.asset mver 
( 160 acres. 1 980) Bourne 

Rumney Marshes 
(2,800 acres, 1i988) Boston, Lynn, Revere, Saugus, 
and Winthrop 

Sandy Neck Barrier Beach Sys1em 
(9,130 acres, 1i978) Barnstable and Sandwich 

Sohenob Brook Drainage Basin 
(13,750 acres, 1990) Mount Washington and Sheffield 

S(luannassit 
{37,420 acres, 2002) Ashby.Ayer. Groton, Harvard, 
Lancaster, Lunenburg, PeppereD, Shirley, and 
Townsend 

Three Mile River Wa1ershed 
(14,280 acres, 2008) Dighton, Norton, Taunton 

Upper Housatonic iFliver 
(12,280 acres, 2009) Lee, Lenox, Pittsfield, 
Washington 

Waquoit Bay 
(2,580 acres, 1979) Falmouth and Mashpee 

Weir River 
(950 acres, 1986) Cohasset, Hingham, and HuD 

Wellfleet Harbor 
(12,480 acres. 1989) Eastham, Truro, and Wellfleet 

Weymouth Baok River 
(800 acres, 1982) Hingham and Weymouth 

ACEC acreages above are based on MassGIS calculalions end may cifler l rom numbers origi~ ly preserted in designation documents and other 
ACEC publications due 10 improvements in BOO.Jracy ol GJS data end booodary cianftcatJons. listed acreages have been rounded to the nearest 
50 or 1 O depeooing on whether boundary clarification has oocurred. For more 111uorma1Joo please see, 
h.ttp'/!NWu.mass.gav(dalstewardshiP' ecedaboulMeps.hlm. 
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Towns wUh .ACECs w ithin their Boundaries November 2010 

TOWN ACEC 
As~ Squannassil 
Ayer Petapawag 

Squannassil 
Barnstable Sandy Neck Barrier Beach System 
Bolton Cenlral Nashua River Valley 
Boston Rumney Marshes 

Fo\\1 Meat:low and Ponkapoag 8og 
Neponset River EsttJary 

Bourne Pocasset River 
Bourne 13ack River 
Herring River Walershed 

Braintree Granberry Brook W aferstied 
Brewster Pleasant Bay 

Inner Cape Cod Bay 
Blidgewater Hookomock Swamp 
Canton Fo\\1 Meat:low and Ponkapoag 8og 
Chatham Pleasant Bay 
Cohasset 'W9iT Rivgr 
Dallon Hinsdale Flats W alerstied 
Dedham Fo\\1 Meat:low and Ponkapoag 8og 
Dighton Ttmie Mile River Watershed 
□unstable Petapawag 
Eastham Inner Cape Cod Bay 

W9Dfleet Hamor 
Easton Canoe River Aqumir 

Hookomock Swamp 
Egremont Kamer Brook Watershed 
Essex Greal Marsh 
Falmouth Waquoit Bay 
Foxborough Canoe River Aquifer 
Glouc8Ster Grea.l Marsh 
Grafton Miscoe-\'/ arren-Whitehall 

\'I atersheds 
Groton Petapawag 

Squarmassil 
Harvard Ci;mlral astma River Valley 

Squannassil 
HarMch Pfeasant Bay 
Hlngham W9iT River 

Wgymoulh Back River 
Hlns<lale Hinsdale Flats W alerstied 
Holbrook Cranberry Brook 'W aferstled 
Hopkinton Miscoe-\'/ arren-Whitehall 

Walei:sheds 
Cedar Swamp 

Hull W9ir River 
Ipswich Greal Marsh 
Lancasler Cenlral Nashua River Valley 

Squanna.ssil 
Lee Kampoosa Bog Drainage Basin 

UppGr 1-kmsatonic River 
Lgnox UppGr Housatonic River 
Lgominster Cemral Nashua River Valley 
Lunertlurg Squarma.ssil 
Lynn Rumney Marshes 
Mansfield Canoe River Aquifer 
Mashpee Waquoit Bay 
Melrose Golden Hills 
Milton Fo\'11 Meadow and Ponkapoag 8og 

Neponset River Estuary 

TOWN ACEC 
I _ W ashir{lton Kamer Brook Watershed 

Sc:henob Brook 
NEMbury Greal Marsh 
Norton Hockomock swamp 

Canoe River Aquifer 
Three MiJe River Watershed 

Nmwood Fom Mea-dcrw and Ponkapoag Bog 
Orleans Inner Cape Cod Bay 

Pleasant Bay 
Pepperell Petapewag 

Squannassil 
Peru Hinsdale Rats Watershed 
Pittslield 
Plymouth 

Upper Housatonic River 
Herring River Watershed 
EDisvill'e Harbor 

Quincy Neponset River Estuary 
Randolptl 
Raynham 

Fom Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
Hockomock Swamp 

Revere 
RCM'tey 

Rumney Marshes 
Greal Marsh 

Sandwich 
Saugus 

Sandy Nec'.k Barrier Beacti System 
Rumney Marshes 
Goklen Hills 

Sharon Canoe River Aquifgr 
Fom Mea-dow and Ponkapoag Bog 

Shellield Soheoob Brook 
Shirlgy Squannassil 
Stookbridge 
Taunlon 

Kampoosa Bog Drainage Basjn 
Hockomock Swamp 
Canoe River Aquifer 
Three Mile River Watershed 

Truro W elllleet Harbor 
Townsend Squannassil 
Tyn(}Sboroug11 
W,on 

Petapawag 
Miscoe-Warren-Whitehall 

Walersheds 
Wakefield Golden Hills 
Washington Hinsdale Rats Watershed 

Upper Housatonic River 
Welmeel W ellileet Harbor 
W Bridgewater 
Wes.borough 

Hockomock Swamp 
Cedar Swamp 

Wes,1,iood 
Weymouth 

Fom Mea-dow and Ponkapoag Bog 
W eymoutti Back River 

Winthrop Rumney Marshes 
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