








































 

   

Attachment 1 ‐ Endangered Species Act (ESA) Determination 



Mr. Scott E. Sheehan 
66 ABG/CEIE 
120 Grenier Street 
Hanscom AFB, MA 01731-1910 

Ms. Susi von Oettingen 
Endangered Species Program 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 
Concord, NH 03301-5094 

Dear Ms. von Oettingen 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 66TH AIR BASE GROUP 

HANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE MASSACHUSETTS 

August 1, 2018 

Hanscom Air Force Base (AFB) is proposing to renew its Small Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4) general permit coverage with the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). In order to obtain coverage, Hanscom AFB must submit a Notice of Intent (NOi) to EPA 
no later than 1 Sep 2018. This permit authorizes the discharge of non-industrial stormwater from 
small MS4s as defined at 40 CFR §122.26(b)(l6). 

In order to meet its obligations under the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA), the EPA is seeking to ensure the activities regulated by this general permit do not 
adversely affect endangered and threatened species or critical habitat. Hanscom AFB has 
determined though professional experience and by preparing a current IPaC report, that the 
Northern-Long Eared Bat (NLEB) is a protected species within the permit coverage area. 
Therefore, Hanscom AFB is required to make a determination of affect and, if necessary, obtain 
concurrence from the USFWS. In summer 2017, Hanscom AFB conducted a bat study. The 
results of this study (included herein) indicate that the NLEB is not present on Hanscom AFB 
which includes the area of affect for permit coverage. As a result of these findings, Hanscom 
AFB has made a determination that the renewal of this permit will have "no effect" on the NLEB 
nor would it result in a take, prohibited or otherwise, of a Federally-listed species. 

While we are not required to formally consult as a result of our determination, we are 
providing you with an opportunity to review and provide comments prior to NOi submittal. If 
you have any questions please contact me at (781) 225-6144 or scott.sheehan. l@us.af.mil. 

Attachment: 
Project Information 

~( 

SCOTT E. SHEEHAN, GS-12, DAF 
Hanscom AFB Natural Resources Manager 



 
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   

Project Information: 

Hanscom Air Force Base (AFB) is proposing to renew its Small Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) general permit coverage with the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The notice of intent must be submitted to EPA no later than 1 Sep 2018. This permit 
authorizes the discharge of stormwater from small MS4s as defined at 40 CFR §122.26(b) 
(16). This 5-year permit, jointly issued by EPA and MassDEP, requires permittees to meet 
six minimum control measures in order to discharge stormwater runoff from streets and 
facilities into state and Federal waters. Hanscom AFB stormwater system discharges its 
stormwater to the Shawsheen River, the headwaters of which originate on Hanscom AFB. 
The current MS4 permit coverage for Hanscom AFB was granted in 2008 which was a 
renewal from its 2003 permit coverage. The 2008 permit has been administrative continued to 
the present day pending litigation filed by several Massachusetts municipalities against EPA 
which has recently been resolved.  

In order to meet its obligations under the Clean Water Act and the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA), the EPA is seeking to ensure the activities regulated by this general permit do not 
adversely affect endangered and threatened species or critical habitat. Applicants applying for 
permit coverage must assess the impacts of their stormwater discharges and discharge-related 
activities on federally listed endangered and threatened species (“listed species”) and 
designated critical habitat (“critical habitat”) to ensure that those goals are met. Prior to 
obtaining general permit coverage, applicants must meet the ESA eligibility provisions of this 
permit by following the steps in this Appendix C of the general permit, a copy of which 
immediately follows this project description (Exhibit 1). 

Hanscom AFB has determined though professional experience and by preparing a current 
IPaC report (Exhibit 2), that the Northern-Long Eared Bat (NLEB) is a protected species 
within the permit coverage area.  Therefore, Hanscom AFB is required to make a 
determination of affect and, if necessary, obtain concurrence from the USFWS. 

In summer 2017, Hanscom AFB conducted a bat study. The results of this study for Hanscom 
AFB Main Base (Exhibit 3) indicate that the NLEB is not present on Hanscom AFB. As a 
result of these findings, Hanscom AFB has made a determination that the renewal of this 
permit will have "no effect" on the NLEB nor would it result in a take, prohibited or 
otherwise, of Federally listed species. 

Hanscom AFB seeks USFWS concurrence on this determination under Criterion C of the 
permit application which is defined as: "Using the best scientific and commercial data 
available, the effect of the stormwater discharge and discharge related activities on listed 
species and critical habitat have been evaluated. Based on those evaluations, a determination 
is made by EPA, or by the applicant and affirmed by EPA, that the stormwater discharges and 
discharge related activities will have “no affect” on any federally threatened or endangered 
listed species or designated critical habitat under the jurisdiction of the USFWS". 

Please contact Scott Sheehan, Hanscom AFB Natural Resources Manager, at (781) 225-6144 
or via email at scott.sheehan.1@us.af.mil with any questions.  

Exhibit 1: Appendix C of MS4 Permit Renewal Guidance 
Exhibit 2: Are of Potential Effect IPaC Report 
Exhibit 3: USAF Bat Study (Draft) 2017, relevant to Hanscom AFB 

mailto:scott.sheehan.1@us.af.mil


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
New England Ecological Services Field Office 

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Concord, NH 03301-5094 

Phone: (603) 223-2541 Fax: (603) 223-0104 

http://www.fws.gov/newengland 

In Reply Refer To: August 01, 2018 

Consultation Code: 05E1NE00-2018-SLI-2585 

Event Code: 05E1NE00-2018-E-06046 

Project Name: Hanscom AFB - Renewal of MS4 Stormwater Permit - 2018 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 

well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 

proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 

requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 

Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 

species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 

contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 

federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 

habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 

Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 

completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 

completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 

implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 

through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list. 

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 

ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 

Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 

utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 

species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 

designated critical habitat. 

http://www.fws.gov/newengland


  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 08/01/2018 Event Code: 05E1NE00-2018-E-06046 

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 

similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 

human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 

(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 

evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 

affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 

contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12. 

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 

listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 

agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 

recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 

within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 

consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 

Species Consultation Handbook" at: 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF 

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 

Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 

development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ 

eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy 

guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and 

bats. 

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 

towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: http:// 

www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http:// 

www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/ 

comtow.html. 

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 

Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 

planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 

the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 

that you submit to our office. 

Attachment(s): 

▪ Official Species List 

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers
www.towerkill.com
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF


  

   

 

 

 

1 08/01/2018 Event Code: 05E1NE00-2018-E-06046 

Official Species List 
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 

requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 

any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 

action". 

This species list is provided by: 

New England Ecological Services Field Office 

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Concord, NH 03301-5094 

(603) 223-2541 



  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2 08/01/2018 Event Code: 05E1NE00-2018-E-06046 

Project Summary 
Consultation Code: 05E1NE00-2018-SLI-2585 

Event Code: 05E1NE00-2018-E-06046 

Project Name: Hanscom AFB - Renewal of MS4 Stormwater Permit - 2018 

Project Type: ** OTHER ** 

Project Description: Hanscom Air Force Base (AFB) is proposing to renew its Small 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) general permit coverage 

with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In order to obtain 

coverage, Hanscom AFB must submit a Notice of Intent (NOI) to EPA no 

later than 1 Sep 2018. This permit authorizes the discharge of non-

industrial stormwater from small MS4s as defined at 40 CFR §122.26(b) 

(16). 

Project Location: 

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 

www.google.com/maps/place/42.46149054288284N71.27622766477738W 

Counties: Middlesex, MA 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/42.46149054288284N71.27622766477738W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/42.46149054288284N71.27622766477738W


  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3 08/01/2018 Event Code: 05E1NE00-2018-E-06046 

Endangered Species Act Species 
There is a total of 1 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. 

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 

species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 

list because a project could affect downstream species. 

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
1Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce. 

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 

within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 

if you have questions. 

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 

office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 

Commerce. 

Mammals 
NAME STATUS 

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened 
No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045 

Critical habitats 
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION. 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045


     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

     
       

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

SHEEHAN, SCOTT E GS-12 USAF AFMC 66 ABG/CEIE 

From: Susi vonOettingen <susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 08, 2018 9:35 AM 
To: SHEEHAN, SCOTT E GS-12 USAF AFMC 66 ABG/CEIE 
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Hanscom AFB - EPA Stormwater Permit Renewal - 

No Effect Determination 

If EPA gives you push back because you don't have a letter, David suggested you get a form letter from us. See: 

https://www.fws.gov/newengland/pdfs/no_spp_present_ltr_2018.pdf 

Susi 

*************************************** 
Susi von Oettingen 
Endangered Species Biologist 
New England Field Office 
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 
Concord, NH 03301 
(W) 603‐227‐6418 
(Fax) 603‐223‐0104 

www.fws.gov/newengland <http://www.fws.gov/newengland>  

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐

From: David Simmons <David_Simmons@fws.gov <mailto:David_Simmons@fws.gov> > 
Date: Tue, Aug 7, 2018 at 9:52 AM 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Hanscom AFB ‐ EPA Stormwater Permit Renewal ‐ No Effect Determination 
To: Susi vonOettingen <susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov <mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov> > 

EPA likely won’t accept the Air Force’s letter as proof of consultation, so recommend Mr. Sheehan submit our “no 
species present” letter with the NOI to EPA.  EPA added a link to our letter on its MS4 website for MA and NH 
(https://www.epa.gov/npdes‐permits/small‐ms4‐noi‐resources‐list‐ma‐nh#ma). 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: SHEEHAN, SCOTT E GS‐12 USAF AFMC 66 ABG/CEIE <scott.sheehan.1@us.af.mil 
<mailto:scott.sheehan.1@us.af.mil> > 

1 

mailto:scott.sheehan.1@us.af.mil
mailto:scott.sheehan.1@us.af.mil
https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/small-ms4-noi-resources-list-ma-nh#ma
mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov
mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov
mailto:David_Simmons@fws.gov
mailto:David_Simmons@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/newengland
www.fws.gov/newengland
https://www.fws.gov/newengland/pdfs/no_spp_present_ltr_2018.pdf
mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Date: Thu, Aug 2, 2018 at 2:12 PM 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hanscom AFB ‐ EPA Stormwater Permit Renewal ‐ No Effect Determination 
To: vonOettingen, Susi <susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov <mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov> > 
Cc: WELCH, RENATA N NH‐03 USAF AFMC 66 ABG/CEIE <renata.welch@us.af.mil <mailto:renata.welch@us.af.mil> > 

Susi, 
Per our discussion and for your information, attached is our documentation regarding our MS4 permit renewal and no 
effect determination.  

Kind regards, 
Scott Sheehan 

//signed// 
SCOTT E. SHEEHAN, GS‐12, DAF 
66 ABG/CEIE 
Commercial 781.225.6144 
DSN 845.6144 
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mailto:renata.welch@us.af.mil
mailto:renata.welch@us.af.mil
mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov
mailto:susi_vonoettingen@fws.gov


United States Department of the Interror 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

New England Field Office 
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 

Concord, NH 03301-5087 
http : //www.firs. gov/newengland 

January 8, 201 8 

To Whom It May Concem: 

This project was reviewed for the presence of federally listed or proposed, threatened or 
endangered species or critical habitat per instructions provided on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's New England Field Office website: 

http://www.fws.gov/newengland/EndangeredSpec-Consultation.hlm (accessed January 201 8) 

Based on information currently available to us, no federally listed or proposed, threatened or 
endangered species or critical habitat under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlif'e Service 
are known to occur in the project area(s). Preparation of a Biological Assessment or further 
consultation with us under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act is not required. No further 
Endangered Species Act coordination is necessary for a period of one year from the date of this 
letter, unless additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available. 

Thank you for your cooperation. Please contact David Simmons of this office at 603-227 -6425 if 
we can be of further assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas R. Chapman 
Supervisor 
New England Fietd Office 

http://www.fws.gov/newengland/EndangeredSpec-Consultation.hlm
www.firs


 

 

 

 

         

 

Attachment 2 ‐ MS4 Map 

Hanscom AFB maintains a detailed accurate map and inventory of its stormwater infrastructure and 

outfalls in its internal Geographical Information System (GIS) known as GeoBASE. Hanscom AFB 
installation and utility maps are prohibited from public release for reasons of national security and are 

not available online. This information is available upon a regulator's request on a per‐request and need‐

to‐know basis. Attached is a non‐sensitive depiction of the type of stormwater data included within the 
Hanscom AFB GeoBASE system. 
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