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Western Connecticut Council of Governments 
1 Riverside Avenue, Sandy Hook, Connecticut 06482 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Applicant Identification:
Western Connecticut Council of Governments (WestCOG)
1 Riverside Road
Sandy Hook, CT 06482

2. Website URL:
www.westcog.org

3. Funding Requested:
a. Assessment Grant Type: Community-wide 
b. Federal Funds Requested: $500,000 

4. Location: WestCOG intends to serve the 18 communities that make up the region. The below 18
communities make up the Western CT Council of Governments and will be affected by the project:

• Bethel, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Danbury, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Newtown, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Ridgefield, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Wilton, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• New Caanan, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Darien, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Stamford, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Greenwich, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Westport, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Weston, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• New Fairfield, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Redding, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Norwalk, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Sherman, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Brookfield, Connecticut, Fairfield County, Connecticut

• Bridgewater, Connecticut, Litchfield County, Connecticut
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• New Milford, Connecticut, Litchfield County, Connecticut 

 

5. Target Area and Priority Site/Property Information: 
The target areas selected for this application are as follows: 

• 72 -80 Maple Ave & 33 East Franklin Street, Danbury, CT 06810 

• 6 Youngs Field Road, 20 Youngs Field Road, 72 Housatonic Avenue, New Milford, CT 06776 

• 20 North Main St, 50 Bennett St, and 30 North Main St, Redding, CT 06896 
 

6. Contacts 
a. Project Director 

Betsy Paynter, Project Manager; Phone 475-323-2069; bpaynter@westcog.org Western   
Council of Governments; 1 Riverside Road, Sandy Hook CT 06482 
 

b. Chief Executive/Highest Ranking Elected Official 
Francis Pickering, Executive Director, 475-323-2070, fpickering@westcog.org, Western 
Connecticut Council of Governments, 1 Riverside Rd, Sandy Hook, CT 06482 

 
7. Population 

According to the ACS, 2019-2023: 

• Danbury: 86,456 

• New Milford: 28,161 

• Redding: 8,756 
 

8. Other Factors Checklist  
 

Other Factors  Page # 

Community Population is 15,000 or less Yes, Redding see 
page 1 

The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian tribe or 
United States territory.  

N/A for this 
application  

The proposed brownfield site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land N/A for this 
application  

The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border 
of the priority site(s) is contiguous or partially contiguous to the 
body of water or would be contiguous or partially contiguous with 
a body of water but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separating them).  

Yes, New Milford, 
Redding & 
Danbury, see 
page 1 

The proposed site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain. Yes, Redding, 
Danbury & New 
Milford see page 
1 

The reuse of priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from 
wind, solar, or geothermal energy. 

N/A 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency 
measures.  

N/A 
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The proposed project will improve local climate 
adaptation/mitigation capacity and resilience to protect residents 
and community investments. 

Yes, New Milford, 
Redding & 
Danbury, see 
page 2 

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible 
reuse/area-wide planning activities, as described in Section I.B., 
for priority site(s) within the target area(s). 

Yes, See Page 1 

The target area(s) is impacted by a coal-fired power plant that has 
recently closed (2013 or later) or is closing. 

N/A 

 
9. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority:  

Please see attached letter from the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection – 
Attachment (FORMAT) 
 

10. Releasing Copies of Applications 

• There are no CBIs accompanying this application – it can be made available for the public  



79 Elm Street 
Hartford, CT 06106-5127 
860.424.3000 

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

portal.ct.gov/DEEP 

December 18, 2025 

Jaclyn Giannini 
Project Manager 
Western Connecticut Council of Governments 
1 Riverside Road 
Sandy Hook, CT 06482 

Re: State Acknowledgement Letter for EPA’s Community-wide Assessment Grant for FY26 

Dear Jaclyn Giannini: 

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) acknowledges 
that the Western Connecticut Council of Governments intends to apply to the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a Community-wide Assessment Grant for Federal 
Fiscal Year 2026. DEEP understands that the Western Connecticut Council of Governments 
plans to use the grant funding to conduct assessments at various properties contaminated with 
hazardous substances and/or petroleum in the communities served by your organization.  

If EPA awards grant funds, DEEP or EPA must determine the eligibility of each site before any 
site-specific assessment activity is undertaken using petroleum assessment grant funds. 

If you have any questions about this letter, please contact me at (860) 424-3351 or by e-mail at 
Amanda.Limacher@ct.gov. Good luck with your application. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Limacher 
Brownfields Coordinator 

c: Ms. Katy Deng, EPA (via e- mail) 
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Threshold Criteria for Assessment Grants 

1. Applicant Eligibility: The Western Connecticut Council of Governments (WestCOG) is a Regional
Council established under the governmental authority or group of General-Purpose Units of Local
Government established under Federal Government. WestCOG is eligible to apply as a “political
subdivision of the state” and “general purpose unit of local government” for the purpose of the EPA
Brownfield program, pursuant to Connecticut Gen. Stat. 84-24j and B-31a. This attachment serves as
certification of the Western Connecticut Council of Government’s (WestCOG) compliance with section
III.B., Applicant Eligibility. Enabling statues are available for your review at the following:

• https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap 295.htm#sec 16a-4c

• https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap 050.htm#sec 4-124i

a) Indicate if your organization is exempt from Federal taxation under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code.  A copy of WestCOG’s tax exempt status certificate is attached.

2. Description of Community Involvement: WestCOG staff will communicate brownfield assessment
project progress to the local communities through the Regional Brownfields Coalition (RBC) which is
comprised of a diverse membership of municipal economic development professionals, community
organizations and business groups across the region. Additional outreach to residents, municipalities
and property owners include articles in WestCOG’s monthly newsletters, flyers, WestCOG’s social
media channels, announcements at monthly Western Connecticut Council of Governments meetings
and with Western CT Economic Development District Council (WCEDD) quarterly meetings. The RBC
will host one public annual program meeting and project kick off public meetings for all assessments in
each community to solicit input. Community input will be accepted in person and in writing through
email. Community input and feedback will be considered and incorporated into the design and
redevelopment plans. All meetings will support bilingual populations with other languages made
available, as needed upon request. There will be a dedicated landing page on WestCOG’s website to
also inform the region’s communities about the RBC program, grant application details, solicitation and
meeting schedules.
WestCOG will work with community-based organizations, such as the Zion Church, The United Way,
local economic development to connect with neighborhoods and encourage resident participation in
target project communities. The organization is highly involved in community needs assessment and
services and has direct access to the residents in the target areas. Meetings will be set up to solicit
input from the community about what they would like to see in their neighborhood and communicate
the cleanup process, timelines and how results will be communicated. Questions raised at the
meetings will be compiled into a FAQ sheet that will be posted on the website. We will also provide a
sign-in sheet at each meeting to collect email addresses so staff can send monthly emails to keep
interested residents informed about the project. Meetings will be advertised in Spanish and English.
Sign language interpretation and translation services will be available.

3. Expenditure of Existing Grant Funds: Western Connecticut Council of Governments does not have an
open EPA Assessment Grant currently.

4. Contractors and Named Subrecipients: The Western Connecticut Council of Governments has not
selected or procured contractors, nor named subrecipients.




