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FY’26 EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant Application  
Thayer Avenue Boatyard, Riverside Neighborhood Target Area, Revere, Massachusetts 
 
THRESHOLD CRITERIA FOR CLEANUP GRANTS 
 
(1) Applicant Eligibility 
a. The City of Revere, Massachusetts is eligible to apply for an EPA Brownfields Cleanup grant 
because it is a General Purpose Unit of Government. 
b. The City of Revere is not exempt from Federal taxation under section 501(c)(4) of the IRC. 
(2) Previously Awarded Cleanup Grants 
The Site has not received funding from a previously awarded EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant. 
 
(3) Expenditure of Existing Multipurpose Grant Funds  
Not Applicable. The city does not have an open EPA Brownfields Multipurpose Grant. 
(4)  Site Ownership Information  
 
The City of Revere is the sole owner of the Site. 
 
(5) Basic Site Information 

a) Name of Site: Thayer Avenue Boatyard  
b) Address of the Site:  29 Thayer Avenue, Revere, MA 02151 

(6)   Status and History of Contamination at Site 

a) The Site is contaminated by hazardous substances. 

b.)  Operational history and current use of the Site:  
The Site was occupied by a boat storage and repair yard, which operated from at least the 
early 1950s through approximately 2018. During this period, Site operations were believed 
to include storing, repairing, re-painting, and maintaining boats. Boats were stored 
outdoors upside down and exposed to the elements. After the cessation of the boat yard 
operations in approximately  2012, the City acquired the Site property in October of 2021. 
 
c.)  Environmental concerns at the site 
The Site is identified by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) by Release Tracking Number (RTN) 3-37877, assigned on January 19, 2023, 
following the identification of a release of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and 
chromium to soil attributable to former boat yard operations. 
 
d.)  How the site became contaminated and the nature and extent of contamination 
The source of PCBs is attributable to PCB-containing paints and chromium from chrome 
metal from boats stored on-Site and exposed to wind, rain, and weather conditions, which 
has impacted soil throughout the Site to an approximate depth of 3 feet below ground 
surface (bgs). PCB impacts on soil are located within an approximate 18,900 square-foot 
area (908 cubic yards (CY)) located within the fenced in portion of the Site. Localized 
chromium impacts have been detected in an approximate 100 SF (20 CY) area west of the 
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Site building to a depth of approximately 5 feet bgs. Impacts to groundwater have not been 
detected at the Site. 

(7)   Brownfields Site Definition: The Site meets the definition of a brownfield site 
under CERCLA § 101(39) as described in the Information on Sites Eligible for Brownfields 
Funding under CERCLA § 104(k). The Site is (a) not listed or proposed for listing on the 
National Priorities List; (b) Not subject to unilateral administrative orders, court orders, 
administrative orders on consent, or judicial consent decrees issued to or entered into 
parties under CERCLA and (c) not subject to the jurisdiction, custody, or control or the 
U.S. government.   

(8)   Environmental Assessment Required for Cleanup Proposals:  
Phase II Environmental Site Assessment activities were performed at the Site in 2022 and 
documented in a Massachusetts Contingency Plan Phase II Comprehensive Site 
Assessment (CSA) (Oct. 31, 2024), submitted to the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP). 

(9)  Site Characterization 

 a. There is a sufficient level of site characterization from the environmental assessment 
performed to date for the remediation work to be conducted.  

 b.   Current State Letter is attached.  

(10) Enforcement or Other Actions: The City of Revere affirms there are no known ongoing 
or anticipated environmental enforcement or other actions related to the site at 29 Thayer 
Ave., Revere, Ma for which Brownfield Grant funding is being sought.  

(11) Sites Requiring a Property-Specific Determination:  The property does not require a 
Property-Specific Determination. 

(12) Threshold Criteria Related to CERCLA/Petroleum Liability 
i.           EXEMPTIONS TO CERCLA LIABILITY 
(3)    Property Acquired Under Certain Circumstances by Units of State and Local      

Government. 
         The City of Revere acquired the site at 29 Thayer Ave., Revere, Ma by order of eminent 

domain taking for public recreational purposes on October 4, 2021. Upon taking the property, 
the city asserts that the site was abandoned and had not operated as a functional boatyard 
facility since 2012. Over the years, a number of tax liens have been placed on the property and 
have been provided in Section (1D) of the application. 

 
The city affirms that all disposal of hazardous substances at the site occurred before the city took 

the property by eminent domain and asserts that the city has not caused or contributed to 
any release of hazardous substances at the site. The city also affirms that it has not, at any 
time, arranged for the disposal of hazardous substances at the site or transported hazardous 
substances at the site 
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13) Cleanup Authority and Oversight Structure 

a. The site is currently designated as a Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP) 
disposal site under Release Tracking Number (RTN) 3-37877 and enrolled in the 
MassDEP environmental program. All Cleanup activities will be conducted in 
adherence to the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP), 310 CMR 40.000. 

b. Access to abutting or off-site properties, if required for monitoring, will be 
conducted under access agreements with property owners.  

(14) Community Notification 
a. Draft Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives  

  A copy of the Draft ABCA is attached. 
b. Community Notification  Ad 

A public notice was published in the Rever Journal on January 7, 2026, and on the 
City’s website Revere.org under Planning Department announcements.  

c. Public Meeting 
A virtual public meeting was held on January 9, 2026. The attached meeting 
registration sheet lists the meeting registrants/attendees. There were no public 
comments on the draft Cleanup Grant Application or the attached Draft Analysis of 
Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA).    

(15) Contractors and Named Subrecipients 
Contractor. Not applicable 
Named Subrecipient. Not applicable 
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