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RE:  FY2026 EPA Brownfields Assessment Coalition Grant Application 
  
The Mount Rogers Planning District Commission (MRPDC) is pleased to submit this proposal for FY2026 
Brownfields Assessment Coalition Grant funding. Below we provide the information requested. 
 
1. Applicant Identification:  

Mount Rogers Planning District Commission  
1021 Terrace Drive 
Marion, Virginia 24354 
 

2. Website URL: 
 MRPDC: https://mrpdc.org/ 
 Smyth County: https://smythcounty.org/ 
 Washington County: https://www.washcova.com/ 

 
3. Funding Requested:  

(a) Assessment Grant Type: Assessment Coalition 
(b) Federal Funds Requested: $1,500,000 

 
4. Location:  
 All activities will be conducted within the geographic boundaries of the MRPDC region of Virginia, 

which includes two independent cities and six counties: 
(a) Independent Cities: Bristol and Galax 
(b) Counties: Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth, Wythe, and Washington 
(c) State: Virginia 

 
5. Coalition Members’ Target Areas and Priority Site Information:  

• Coalition Lead: MRPDC  
­ Target Area: Town of Wytheville  
­ Priority Site: American Screw Factory 
­ Address: 345 East Marshall Street, Wytheville, VA 

• Non-lead Member: Smyth County 
­ Target Area: Town of Marion 
­ Priority Site: Krishan Property 
­ Address: 540 and 556 South Main Street, Marion, VA 

• Non-lead Member: Washington County  
­ Target Area: Town of Damascus 
­ Priority Site: Damascus Manufacturing Facility 
­ 872 N. Beaver Dam Avenue, Damascus, VA  
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6. Contacts:  
(a) Project Director:  

Name: Brian Reed, Deputy Director 
Phone: (276) 685-1840 | Email: 
breed@mrpdc.org 
Mailing Address: 1021 Terrace Drive, 
Virginia 24354 

 

(b) Chief Executive/Highest Ranking Elected Official: 
Name: Aaron Sizemore, Executive Director 
Phone: (276) 783-5103 ext. 311 | Email: 
asizemore@mrpdc.org 
Mailing Address: 1021 Terrace Drive, Virginia 
24354 

 
7. Population:  

• Population of Target Areas:  
­ Town of Wytheville: 2,787 (CT 51197050101) 
­ Town of Marion: 2,724 (CT 51173030600) 
­ Town of Damascus: 4,200 (CT 51191010900) 

 
8. Other Factors:  
 
Other Factors Page # 
Community population is 15,000 or less. 1, 5 
The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian Tribe or United States territory.   
The priority site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land.  
The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority site(s) is 
contiguous or partially contiguous to the body of water, or would be contiguous or partially 
contiguous with a body of water but for a street, road, or other public thoroughfare 
separating them). 

3 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain.  
The reuse of the priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from wind, solar, or 
geothermal energy.  5 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures. 5 
The proposed project will improve local resilience to the impacts of extreme weather events 
and natural disasters.   

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible reuse/area-wide planning 
activities, as described in Section 3.A.(2), for priority sites within the target areas.  11 

The target area(s) is impacted by a coal-fired power plant has recently closed (2015 or later) 
or is closing.  

 
9. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: A letter of acknowledgement from the 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality is attached. 
 
10. Releasing Copies of Applications: not applicable 
 



���������	
���
�������
���������������������
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1. PROJECT AREA DESCRIPTION & PLANS FOR REVITALIZATION:  
Coalition Members, Target Area, & Brownfields:  
1.a Coalition Members: The Mount Rogers Planning District Commission (MRPDC), founded in 1969 
as a state-authorized regional planning district in Virginia, will serve as the lead coalition member. 
Non-lead members include Smyth County (pop. 29,800) and Washington County (pop. 53,935). Both 
small, rural counties have limited staff and resources, making it difficult to pursue large grants on 
their own, and neither currently has access to brownfield funding. Building on the success of 
MRPDC’s previous Community-Wide Assessment (CWA) grant, this coalition represents a natural 
progression toward a stronger regional approach for Brownfields assessment. Prior efforts 
demonstrated the effectiveness of coordinated planning among our service areas and highlighted 
the need to extend resources and engagement, ensuring that successful practices are shared and 
that more communities gain access to critical brownfield tools. Smyth County has been an active 
and successful partner in previous MRPDC brownfield projects, showcasing the benefits of regional 
partnerships. Washington County faces similar redevelopment needs and has significant potential 
to benefit from this opportunity. By working together, the coalition will strengthen regional 
capacity, foster inclusive participation, and deliver resources that individual communities cannot 
secure alone. 
1.b. Overview of Brownfield Challenges & Description of Target Areas: The MRPDC region of 
Virginia was once a thriving industrial area with numerous textile and furniture operations 
supporting thousands of families. The region (the geographic boundary for this project) covers six 
counties (Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth, Wythe, and Washington) and two independent cities 
(Bristol and Galax) in southwest Virginia, that are still rich with culture, music, craft, history, scenic 
beauty, and opportunities for outdoor recreation that are at risk with the declining economy and 
population. Through collaboration with stakeholders and our communities, we identified three high-
priority target areas and corresponding census tracts (CTs) for our initial project focus. Each 
represents a community where shifting economic patterns left former industrial, manufacturing, 
and commercial properties abandoned or underutilized in prominent gateway corridors. MRPDC 
(lead member) selected the Town of Wytheville (CT 51197050101, pop. 2,787), a regional hub 
located at the crossroads of Interstates 77 and 81, where an older industrial corridor experienced 
significant disinvestment following manufacturing losses, leaving several large, underused facilities 
near residential neighborhoods. Smyth County (non-lead member) selected a key gateway corridor 
into the Town of Marion (CT 51173030600, pop. 2,724), known as “America’s Coolest Hometown,” 
where long‑vacant commercial and industrial structures contribute to visible blight and hinder 
connectivity to the historic downtown and its local business base. Washington County (non-lead 
member) selected the Town of Damascus (CT 5119010900, pop 4,200), a rural community heavily 
reliant on seasonal outdoor recreation, where past factory closures have left an aging industrial 
district at the town’s western entrance. Collectively, the target areas in Wytheville, Marion, and 
Damascus illustrate a common regional pattern: aging industrial and commercial corridors that once 
served as economic anchors but now contain vacant, underutilized, or deteriorated properties that 
impose economic, environmental, and social burdens on surrounding neighborhoods. 

Over the last 20 years, the target areas and region as a whole have been hit with major losses of 
employment due to the closure of nearly all major textile mills, furniture plants, and related 
manufacturing facilities that once formed the backbone of the local economy. According to the US 
Census, the MRPDC region lost nearly 11,000 manufacturing jobs since 2000 – a 46% decrease in 
employment.  This exodus of jobs has been devastating to the area and left the region lagging behind 
the rest of Virginia and the US in terms of economic indicators. Small towns that once flourished 
around the large manufacturers languished as unemployment rose, property values fell, and 
workers sought employment elsewhere. Since 2000, the MRPDC region’s population has declined 
by 2.1%, while the rest of Virginia grew by 24% over the same period. The Median Household Income 
in the region is only $53,588 compared to $90,974 in Virginia, while the percentage of residents 
living below the poverty threshold in the region (15.1%) is significantly higher than Virginia (9.9%) 
as a whole (see table in section 2a). With declining populations, these negative economic effects 
that rippled through these small communities are also visible in the derelict factories and dilapidated 
commercial properties with unknown environmental issues (brownfields) left vacant, blighted, or 
underutilized across the MRPDC region.  

Compounding these challenges, Tropical Storm Helene struck between September 25, 2024, and 
October 3, 2024, causing catastrophic rainfall-triggered flooding in the MRPDC region and 
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Southwest Virginia. All areas covered within the MRPDC region were identified as “Most Impacted 
and Distressed” (MID) Areas by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 1 
and/or the Presidential Disaster Declaration in 2024 2. The disaster resulted in unprecedented 
impacts on the region’s infrastructure and economy, along with widespread commercial property 
and housing damage. The hurricane brought heavy rain and strong winds, leading to widespread 
flooding and structural damage. Many homes, businesses, and farm structures were damaged or 
destroyed. Beyond these immediate impacts, the storm significantly compounded the region’s 
brownfield challenges. Floodwaters inundated aging industrial sites, manufacturing facilities, 
commercial buildings, and other long-vacant structures—many of which already had known or 
suspected contamination issues. The flooding potentially mobilized pollutants, increased structural 
instability, and created new environmental hazards, making many brownfield sites more complex 
and costly to assess.  

The MRPDC and its communities throughout the region are working to recover from the disaster 
and improve conditions through economic diversification, job creation, local resilience, and 
improvements to the quality of life for its residents. The communities are working together, with 
the assistance of the MRPDC, to bring this revitalization effort to life. Brownfields funding represents 
a critical catalyst in this effort, providing the technical capacity, environmental expertise, and 
financial support needed to safely assess and reposition properties that local governments cannot 
address on their own. This brownfield grant will help facilitate the transformation of abandoned 
industrial sites, aging commercial buildings, and other legacy properties into new economic assets. 
The MRPDC and our coalition partners aim to leverage this grant to strengthen local economies, 
attract investment, and improve resilience to future disasters. With a unified regional vision, 
cross-jurisdictional collaboration, and strong community commitment, this brownfield initiative will 
help build a healthier, safer, and more prosperous future for the entire MRPDC region. 
1.c. Description of the Priority Brownfield Sites: Working with our community stakeholders, MRPDC 
has identified and prioritized one brownfield site in each of the three Target Areas. The following 
sites emerged as high priorities because each present significant environmental concerns, has the 
potential to catalyze economic redevelopment once environmental barriers are addressed, and 
aligns strongly with local and regional revitalization goals. Initial focus will be on these priority sites, 
but the MRPDC will continue to identify and prioritize other sites within our region as priorities arise 
and funding allows. 

MRPDC (lead member) identified the American Screw Factory (345 East Marshall Street, 
Wytheville, VA) within the Town of Wytheville as their initial priority site. Located next to multiple 
single-family homes and Scott Memorial Middle School, the factory once manufactured fasteners, 
primarily for the automobile industry. Opened in 1962, the factory eliminated 162 jobs when it 
closed in 2009, due to declining demand and global competition. At its peak, the 170,000-ft2 factory 
on over 11 acres employed over 200 people. Onsite operations historically included metal plating 
processes, resulting in environmental concerns of heavy metals, volatile and semi-volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs and SVOCs), and petroleum contaminants. The site was selected since the 
community wishes to see the building repurposed to support the local economy and growing 
agribusiness trends. 

Smyth County (non-lead member) identified the Krishan Property (540 and 556 South Main 
Street, Marion, VA) within the Town of Marion as their initial priority site within their Target Area. 
The Krishan Property consists of the former Dr. Pepper/Budweiser distribution plant and adjoining 
Lee General Hospital building that has sat vacant along S. Main Street for over 20 years. Constructed 
in 1925 and 1945, both structures are adjoined by active commercial development to the north, 
east and west, with residential development to the south. Located along a main thoroughfare into 
the heart of downtown, the now dilapidated historic structures include over 30,000 ft2 of building 
space in a prime real estate location. Due to the age and deteriorating condition of the structures, 
asbestos containing material (ACM), lead-based paint (LBP), and mold are concerns. Historic use of 
solvents (VOCs and SVOCs) to clean process equipment may have impacted site soils and 
groundwater. Located at a downgradient position from most of downtown, offsite contamination 
from nearby gas stations, drycleaners, and industrial operations also need to be investigated. The 
site was selected for its potential to be a featured, catalyst project on a gateway into the town. 

 
1Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Action Plan, 2025.   
2Preliminary Damage Assessment Report: Virginia – Tropical Storm Helene FEMA-4831-DR, 2024.  
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Washington County (non-lead member) identified the Damascus Manufacturing Facility 
(872 North Beaver Dam Avenue, Damascus, VA) within the Town of Damascus as a priority site 
within their Target Area. Adjacent to the Virginia Creeper National Recreation Trail, this 50,000-ft2 
former manufacturing facility lies on 7.5-acres at the western gateway to the Town of Damascus 
along Laurel Creek. Historically, the property housed a manufacturer of wooden automobile parts 
during the early automotive era, and later served other industrial uses, including heavy 
manufacturing. The property has had interest from multiple parties in recent years; however, 
concerns of heavy metals, solvent and petroleum use during the site’s industrial history, as well as 
the potential presence of ACM and LBP due to the age of the building, are inhibiting its reuse. 
Assessment is needed to determine impacts to the site and the adjacent creek. The Town of 
Damascus was heavily impacted by the 2024 Tropical Storm Helene, when Laurel Creek's sudden 
and violent rush of high water caused extensive damage. Flooding impacted almost every business 
and eliminated tourism activities for the fall, which the Town’s economy relied upon fully. 
Floodwaters inundated the back portion of the Damascus Manufacturing Facility property, but 
fortunately the building stayed dry. Thus, the site was selected due to the building’s potential to 
attract another manufacturer that will bring year-round jobs to the community.  
1.d. Identifying Additional Sites: Working with our community stakeholders, MRPDC has developed 
a preliminary inventory of over 20 sites, including former gas stations, drycleaners, schools, and 
commercial and industrial facilities. The MRPDC project team will use its extensive regional 
relationships and expertise to stand up a Steering Committee (see Sec. 2.e. and 2.f.), to identify and 
prioritize these and additional sites. As funding allows, MRPDC and our coalition partners will 
continue to work with the Steering Committee and community stakeholders to identify and 
prioritize additional sites for assessment and cleanup and reuse planning throughout the grant 
period. As noted in Sec. 3, MRPDC will also hold public meetings in each of our six counties to actively 
engage local communities about brownfields and identify additional sites across as many of our 
localities as possible. Sites will be prioritized based on community need (as measured by Steering 
Committee and community input); the environmental, economic, and social impact of the site on 
the surrounding community; and the redevelopment potential of the site. Furthermore, 
prioritization will incorporate a commitment to region-wide representation, ensuring that sites from 
all counties and communities are considered. 
Revitalization of the Target Areas:  
1.e. Reuse Strategy & Alignment with Revitalization Plans: The MRPDC originally was chosen as 
one of three Virginia areas to participate in Stronger Economies Together (SET) in 2015 3. SET is a 
nationwide initiative that enables communities and counties in rural America to work together in 
developing and implementing an economic blueprint for their multi-county region that strategically 
builds on the current and emerging economic strengths of that region. During the initial SET process, 
MRPDC identified three major areas of focus that represent the heart of the region’s economy: 
agribusiness, manufacturing, and tourism. More recent region wide initiatives continue to build on 
this foundation, including the 2023-2027 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 4. 
Regional planning efforts have retained agribusiness, manufacturing, and tourism as goals for over 
a decade, and localized planning initiatives in each of the Target Areas also echo these goals, with 
economic development identified as a priority for each community:  

The ConnectWythe Comprehensive Plan 2040 5, adopted in 2023, identifies economic 
development as their top priority, specifically to “proactively plan for, prepare, and facilitate suitable 
business areas and sites that will attract clean, quality industry and provide competitive wages, 
enhance workforce skills, increase public revenue, and improve the quality of life for citizens of 
Wythe County.” The plan highlights agriculture as major economic driver in Wythe County, which 
consistently ranks among the top five counties in Virginia for cattle and calf production and within 
the top ten percent of counties nationwide. It emphasizes supporting, expanding, and incentivizing 
agricultural as a viable and valuable economic tool, particularly through the creative growth of 
agribusiness, including the production, processing, transportation, and distribution of agricultural 
products. Redevelopment of the American Screw Factory directly aligns with this objective by 
providing 170,000-ft2 of manufacturing and warehousing space that can be readily adapted for 

 
3 MRPDC, SET Plan, 2015. https://mrpdc.org/set/ 
4 MRPDC, CEDS, 2023. https://mrpdc.org/ceds/ 
5 Wythe County, ConnectWythe Comprehensive Plan 2040, 2023. https://www.wytheco.org/220/Comprehensive-Plan-2040 
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agribusiness activities. Its size, configuration, and strategic location with immediate access to I-77 
and I-81 make it well-suited for cold or dry storage, equipment fabrication, distribution operations, 
or agribusiness supply chain support facilities. Once environmental concerns are resolved, the 
building can be sustainably reused with minimal up-fitting, offering a cost-effective and centrally 
located asset to strengthen Wythe County’s agribusiness economy. 

The 2022 Town of Marion Comprehensive Plan 6 also identifies economic development as their 
top goal, specifically aiming to “strengthen and grow Marion’s business and industrial base” through 
business retention, expansion, and growth. This plan encourages the rehabilitation of industrial 
properties in Marion to create marketable sites for redevelopment. It also highlights future land use 
opportunities and major developments near Interstate 81, which travels along the town’s southern 
boundary. The town’s location along the Interstate 81 corridor has proved beneficial over the years, 
as economic growth has tended to concentrate along the I-81 transportation corridor. The Krishan 
Property is located along the Exit 44 Corridor, which serves as the southernmost entrance into the 
heart of downtown. This thoroughfare into the downtown is noted to have available potential but 
contains several multiple “vacant and underused commercial and industrial spaces, including the 
former Dr. Pepper Building and former Lee General hospital building.” Repurposing existing, 
underutilized properties, such as the former hospital and bottling facility that comprise the Krishan 
Property, directly aligns with regional and local goals, as the former buildings can be repurposed 
with commercial and retail uses on the first floors with residential above to capitalize on the site’s 
location on a gateway corridor.  

The Town of Damascus, once a traditional factory town and community, now relies heavily on 
tourism-related businesses as its primary economic driver, due to being located at the crossroads of 
the Appalachian Trail, the Virginia Creeper Trail, and of Laurel Creek. The Damascus Manufacturing 
Facility is located adjacent to the Virginia Creeper Trail (one of the most popular trails in the state 
for hiking and biking) and Laurel Creek (a world-class fly-fishing destination). According to the 2025 
Town of Damascus Comprehensive Plan 7, a major goal for Damascus’s future is to become a year-
round destination that can support itself despite seasonal weather conditions, ultimately shrugging 
off the inherently negative cyclical aspects of its heavily tourism-reliant economy. This vulnerability 
was highlighted when the town was projected to lose an estimated $4–$7 million in revenue in the 
first year after Hurricane Helene due to its disproportionate reliance on visitor spending and 
tourism. The 50,000-ft2 Damascus Manufacturing Facility’s represents a critical opportunity to 
diversify the local economy by attracting a new manufacturer and providing stable, year‑round 
employment that strengthens economic stability beyond tourism cycles.  
1.f. Outcomes & Benefits of Reuse Strategy: The redevelopment of the targeted properties has the 
potential to significantly spur growth within the Target Areas, by meeting the critical need for 
economic development in both the individual communities and the MRPDC region as a whole. 
Putting underutilized or vacant buildings and acreage back into productive reuse will aid in attracting 
capital investment, increasing property values, employment, and tax revenues, while also improving 
the quality of life for residents. As shown in the following table, estimates using National Association 
for Industrial and Office Parks (NAIOP) 8 methodology indicates that redevelopment of the three 
priority sites is expected to generate a combined 737 short-term construction jobs, nearly $150M 
in construction-related economic output, and more than 500 permanent jobs based on anticipated 
end use. The American Screw Factory, the largest of the three sites, is estimated to generate a 
$2.01M annual economic contribution and could support up to 340 light industrial jobs or 85 
distribution jobs, aligning with the region’s growing agribusiness economy. Industrial 
redevelopment of the Damascus Manufacturing Facility is expected to contribute approximately 
$590K annually and create 100 full-time positions, providing stable, year‑round employment in a 
community heavily affected by seasonal tourism fluctuations. Commercial/retail development of 
the Krishan Property in Marion is estimated to generate $370K annually and 62 permanent jobs in a 
key downtown corridor, strengthening the local business base and attracting new visitors and 
investments to the community. Collectively, these redevelopments will increase local tax revenues, 
expand employment opportunities, and create long‑term economic stability across all three 
communities.  

 
6 Town of Marion, Comprehensive Plan, 2022. https://www.marionva.org/planning-commission 
7 Town of Damascus, Comprehensive Plan, 2025. https://www.damascus.org/maps-plans--reports.html 
8 NAIOP, Economic Impacts of Commercial Real Estate, 2025.  
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consistently provides a variety of technical and program services to member local governments, 
including grant program implementation.  
 Mr. Brian Reed, Deputy Director of the MRPDC, will serve as the Project Manager and will be 
responsible for overseeing all grant activities and funds, submitting all required reports to EPA, and 
ensuring all project activities are in accordance with the work plan and the grant’s terms and 
conditions. He has over 25 years of experience as a public administration specialist/planner at the 
MRPDC and holds a bachelor’s degree in geography from Emory and Henry College. Mr. Reed 
successfully managed the FY2022 EPA CWA grant. He will be assisted by Mr. Jordan Powers, Senior 
Planner for the MRPDC. Mr. Powers has over 6 years of experience and leads research and 
development of grant applications for member communities and non-profits. He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in economics from Emory and Henry College, and oversees grant reporting, compliance, and 
comprehensive environmental reviews. Both Mr. Reed and Mr. Powers will be assisted by Ms. Rocky 
Warren, Finance Director for the MRPDC. Ms. Warren holds an MBA in Sustainable Business from 
Appalachian State University and supports financial management and reporting for the MRPDC. 
Their combined experience will ensure correct and timely reporting, compliance, and grant 
completion within the 4-year window. During work plan development, MRPDC will enter into a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with our coalition partners, to define the governing structure 
for the project. All members have committed to participate in a Steering Committee to make project 
decisions. 
4.d. Acquiring Additional Resources: MRPDC routinely contracts for engineering and consulting 
services and has the management and procurement procedures in place to secure these services. 
Procurement procedures will be conducted in full compliance with the fair and open competition 
requirements in 2 CFR Part 200 and 2 CFR Part 1500, and 40 CFR Part 33, which includes the public 
advertisement of a Request for Proposals (RFP), the review of multiple proposals based on 
evaluation criteria set forth in the RFP, including cost reasonableness for at least 25% of the score, 
and the selection of the top scoring firm. 
Past Performance & Accomplishments:  
4.e. Currently Has or Previously Received an EPA Brownfields Grant: In FY2022, the MRPDC was 
awarded an EPA Brownfields CWA Grant totaling $500,000.  
4.e.(1) Accomplishments: Under our FY2022 Brownfields CWA Grant, MRPDC assessed a total of 27 
sites, completing 25 Phase I ESAs, 19 ACM/LBP Inspections and 4 Phase II ESAs. This resulted in 
approximately 200 acres and 570,000 ft2 of structure space assessed throughout the MRPDC region. 
Additionally, through the EPA Assessment Grant, multiple sites we assessed leveraged secondary 
grants through various programs or private investment, such as: $8,000,000 in New Market Tax 
Credits for a new residential drug treatment center in Marion; $5,000,000 in USDA Rural 
Development Grant funding for the Mount Rogers Community Services Board to expand an existing 
facility for additional mental health, development disability, and substance abuse services; 
$3,000,000 in private investment for a new utility trailer manufacturing facility in Chilhowie; 
$1,500,000 in Virginia Business Ready Sites Program (VBRSP) funding for a former industrial brick 
plant site in Atkins; $700,000 from the Appalachian Regional Commission for a historic theater 
renovations in the City of Galax; $500,000 from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) Mixed Use on Main (MUMS) program for twelve new apartment units and 
two retail units in downtown Marion; $166,391 VBAF grant award for the old Saltville Town Shop 
for UST removal, ACM abatement, and structure demolition; $188,500 Industrial Revitalization Fund 
grant and a $50,000 VBAF grant for redevelopment of a downtown property in Hillsville; and another 
$50,000 VBAF grant for redevelopment of a second downtown property in Hillsville. To date, prior 
efforts under our 2022 CWA Grant have resulted in over $19,000,000 of leveraged dollars in the 
MRPDC region. All outputs and outcomes have been recorded and are up to date in ACRES. All grant 
funds were expended within the approved period of performance. 
4.e.(2) Compliance with Grant Requirements: MRPDC complied with all requirements established 
in the Cooperative Agreement (BF-96397901) with EPA, including administrative reporting and 
technical commitments. All applicable site information was input into EPA’s ACRES reporting system, 
all required reports were submitted in a timely manner, including quarterly reports and annual 
financial reports.  
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1. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY:  
(a) Applicant Type: Group of General Purpose Units of Local Government 

1. The Mount Rogers Planning District Commission (MRPDC) is a “General Purpose Unit of 
Local Government” authorized under the Virginia Regional Cooperation Act and as 
defined in 2 CFR 200.64 and, therefore, eligible to receive EPA Brownfields Assessment 
Grant funding. 

2. The County of Smyth is a “General Purpose Unit of Local Government” as defined in 2 CFR 
200.64 and, therefore, eligible to receive EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant funding. 

3. The County of Washington is a “General Purpose Unit of Local Government” as defined in 
2 CFR 200.64 and, therefore, eligible to receive EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant 
funding. 
 

(b) Exempt under 501(c)(4): MRPDC (Lead), Smyth County (Non-lead), and Washington County 
(Non-lead) are not exempt from Federal taxation under section 501(c)(4) of the IRC. 
 
2. TARGET AREAS:  
As shown on the Application Information Sheet, each coalition member has selected an initial 
Target Area, and the Target Areas do not overlap and are located in three distinct jurisdictions: 
 MRPDC: American Screw Factory in the Town of Wytheville 
 Smyth County: Krishan Property in the Town of Marion 
 Washington County: Damascus Manufacturing Facility in the Town of Damascus  

 
3. NON-LEAD MEMBER(S) THAT NEVER RECEIVED AN EPA MARC GRANT:  
Non-lead members Smyth County and Washington County have never been awarded an EPA 
Brownfields Multipurpose, Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, or Cleanup (MARC) Grant.   
 
4. LEGAL AUTHORITY TO EXPEND GRANT FUNDS ON BEHALF OF NON-LEAD COALITION 
MEMBERS:  
The MRPDC is a planning district commission authorized under the Virginia Regional Cooperation 
Act by the local governments of each planning district and consistently provides a variety of 
technical and program services to member local governments, including grant program 
implementation.  
 
5. COALITION AGREEMENT: 
Signed letters from Smyth County and Washington County documenting their commitment as 
non-lead coalition members are attached. 
 
6. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:  
Active community involvement will be incorporated throughout the project through a structured, 
region‑wide engagement process. MRPDC and its non‑lead coalition partners will establish a 
Steering Committee made up of local staff, elected officials, and community stakeholders to 
guide project activities, serve as brownfield ambassadors, and share information with their 
respective communities. The Committee will help identify and prioritize additional sites, provide 
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local input on cleanup and reuse planning, and support outreach through community‑based 
organizations. Public involvement will include advertised public meetings and visioning 
workshops held across all six counties, with virtual options and evening scheduling to maximize 
participation. These meetings will provide updates, gather public input, and offer open forums 
for questions and discussion. To ensure equitable access, the project will use ADA‑accessible 
venues, provide accommodations for non‑English‑speaking residents if needed, and rely on 
low‑tech communication methods—such as local church bulletins, flyers, newspaper notices, and 
presentations to civic groups—alongside digital updates. Public comments will be documented, 
reviewed, and incorporated into project decisions as appropriate, ensuring that each community 
has a clear voice in the assessment and redevelopment process. 
 
7. EXPENDITURE OF EXISTING GRANT FUNDS:  
MRPDC was the recipient of a FY2022 Brownfields Assessment Grant, which ended on September 
30, 2025. As of October 1, 2025, 98.3% of the budget was drawn down from ASAP.gov (ASAP 
report attached).   
 
8. CONTRACTORS AND NAMED SUBRECIPIENTS:  
MRPDC followed the procedures detailed in 2 CFR 200 and EPA’s rule at 2 CFR 1500 to procure a 
Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) to provide support for grant activities. MRPDC 
released a competitive, public Request for Proposals (RFP) on August 22, 2025. The RFP was 
posted in the Roanoke Times and on the MRPDC’s website: Brownfields-EPA-Assessments-RFQ-
2025.docx. Three proposals were received by the September 22, 2025, due date (30-day 
advertisement period). The committee selected Stantec Consulting Services Inc., as the firm 
deemed most qualified based on the evaluation criteria including cost reasonableness. The 
selected QEP team maintains a local office with environmental professionals, technicians, and 
urban planners that are familiar with the MRPDC region and our communities. The RFP can be 
accessed at the previously provided link. A contract has not been executed as of this submittal.  
 
No subrecipients have been identified or anticipated.  
 




