
 
 
B. APPLICANT INFORMATION SHEET 
1. Applicant Iden�fica�on:   
Name: City of Hernando, Mississippi 
Full Address: 475 West Commerce Street 
                        Hernando, Mississippi 38632 
2. Website URL: htps://www.cityo�ernando.org/  
 
3.  Funding Requested  

a. Assessment Grant Type: Community-wide Assessment Grant 
b. Federal Funds Requested: $500,000 

 
4.   Loca�on:  

a. City: Hernando 
b. County: DeSoto County 
c. State: Mississippi 

 
5.   Target Area and Priority Site Informa�on 
a. Target Area: Hernando has selected the Commerce Street Corridor as the target area which includes 
the Historic Town Square. The Commerce Street Corridor is Hernando’s primary gateway into our city and 
extends westward from I-55 to Highway 51 where they intersect at the heart of downtown Hernando. 
 
b. Priority Sites: 
           Priority Site #1: Hole in the Wall, 2348 and 2380 Highway 51 S, Hernando, MS 38632 
           Priority Site #2: J & J Repair, 183 Losher Street, Hernando, MS 38632 
           Priority Site #3: Emerson Brothers Property, 345 and 381 E Commerce Street,  
           Hernando, MS 38632 
 
6.   Contacts  
      a.  Project Director: 
           Gia Matheny, Community Development Director 

662.429.9092  
gmatheny@cityo�ernando.org 

 475 West Commerce Street 
 Hernando, Mississippi 38632  
 
    b.  Chief Execu�ve/ Highest Ranking Elected Official 

Mayor Chip Johnson 
662.429.9092 
mayor@cityo�ernando.org   
475 West Commerce Street 
Hernando, Mississippi 38632 

 
7.   Popula�on: Hernando, Mississippi – 17,138 (Data source: Census.gov) 
 



 
8. Other Factors  
  

Sample Format for Providing Informa�on on the Other Factors Page # 
Community popula�on is 15,000 or less. (1) 
The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian Tribe or United States 
Territory. 

 

The priority site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land.  
The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority site(s) 
is con�guous or par�ally con�guous to the body of water, or would be con�guous or 
par�ally con�guous with a body of water but for a street, road, or other public 
thoroughfare separa�ng them). 

 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain.  
The reuse of the priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from wind, solar, or 
geothermal energy. 

(4) 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures.  
The proposed project will improve local resilience to the impacts of extreme weather 
events and natural disasters. 

(4) 

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible reuse/area-wide 
planning ac�vi�es, as described in Sec�on 3.A.(2), for priority site(s) within the target 
area(s). 

 

The target area(s) is impacted by a coal-fired power plant that has recently closed 
(2015 or later) or is closing. 

 

 
9. Leter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: See atached leter from MDEQ 
 
10. Releasing Copies of Applica�ons: Not Applicable 



 
 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
TATE REEVES 

GOVERNOR  
 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  
CHRIS WELLS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

OFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL 
POST OFFICE BOX 2261 • JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39225-2261 • TEL: (601) 961-5171 • FAX: (601) 354-6612 • 

www.mdeq.ms.gov 
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

January 22, 2026 
 

Mayor Chip Johnson 
City of Hernando 
475 West Commerce Street 
Hernando, MS  38632 
 
RE: FY26 EPA Brownfield 104(k) Community-Wide Assessment Grant 

Letter of Acknowledgement 
City of Hernando 

 
Dear Mayor Johnson: 
 
The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) hereby 
acknowledges the City of Hernando’s plans to conduct brownfield assessments 
and apply for federal grant funds through the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Brownfields initiative.  The City of Hernando has been 
a leader in Mississippi at leveraging brownfield grant funding and putting multiple 
brownfield sites in their community back into reuse.  Since many brownfields are 
abandoned, underutilized, and contaminated, MDEQ is expressly interested in 
seeing entities like the City of Hernando continue to take the initiative to assess, 
remediate, and return these sites to productive use.  These efforts are consistent 
with our mission to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of present and 
future generations of Mississippians.   
 
MDEQ looks forward to our continued role in the City’s Brownfield Initiative and 
are available to assist you at any time.  Should you have any questions or 
comments concerning this matter, please contact me at (601) 961-5240. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas L. Wallace, P.E. 
Division Chief – GARD 
Mississippi Brownfield Program 



 

City of Hernando Brownfield Assessment Grant FY26 

1. PROJECT AREA DESCRIPTION AND PLANS FOR REVITALIZATION Target Area and Brownfields 
a. Overview of Brownfield Challenges and Descrip�on of Target Area 

The City of Hernando, Mississippi, incorporated in 1836 and serving as the county seat of DeSoto County, is a small but growing 
suburban community with a popula�on of 18,542 and a compact, walkable historic core defined by a tradi�onal courthouse 
square, locally owned businesses, and long-established residen�al neighborhoods. The city’s small-town “front porch” iden�ty is 
reinforced through its designa�on as a Mississippi Main Street Community and its con�nued investments in downtown 
revitaliza�on and community-centered economic development. Due to its proximity to the expanding Metro Memphis area, 
Hernando has experienced increasing development pressure while maintaining a strong emphasis on historic preserva�on and 
downtown revitaliza�on. The geographic boundary for the proposed grant ac�vi�es is the jurisdic�onal limits of the City of 
Hernando, Mississippi, allowing the city to comprehensively address brownfield condi�ons in areas already served by public 
infrastructure, par�cularly within downtown corridors, gateway roadways, and adjacent neighborhoods that are central to the 
community’s iden�ty and daily life. 

The brownfield challenges within the geographic boundary are clearly demonstrated by the presence of mul�ple underu�lized 
and vacant proper�es that suppress private investment, limit job crea�on, and constrain the city’s ability to strengthen its tax base 
in areas already served by public infrastructure. These include former gas sta�ons, automo�ve repair facili�es, and related 
businesses that once supported the local economy but are now dormant. Many of these proper�es also occupy highly visible 
loca�ons near the historic downtown, interrup�ng walkable streetscapes and diminishing the con�nuity of redevelopment efforts. 
These challenges are par�cularly acute in Mississippi, which consistently ranks near the botom na�onally in economic, health, and 
quality-of-life indicators, amplifying the community-level impacts of persistent brownfield condi�ons. The U.S. Census Bureau 
American Community Survey reports 18.8% of Mississippi residents live below the federal poverty level, one of the highest poverty 
rates among all states. Health dispari�es further compound these impacts, with the Centers for Disease Control and Preven�on 
documen�ng higher-than-average rates of chronic disease and premature mortality in Mississippi. Mississippi also ranks last 
among all states in the Commonwealth Fund’s 2025 State Health System Performance Scorecard, reflecting significant deficits in 
access to care, insurance coverage, and health outcomes. Long-term vacancy and disinvestment associated with brownfield 
proper�es also undermine prior public investments of over $1 million in the city’s Complete Streets program established to 
support roadway improvements, bicycle-suppor�ve infrastructure, and downtown revitaliza�on efforts within Hernando’s core 
corridors. Many of these underu�lized proper�es are affected by suspected environmental contamina�on associated with historic 
commercial and service-oriented uses, crea�ng uncertainty regarding site condi�ons that discourage private investment and 
delays redevelopment. Many of these sites are associated with historic commercial uses such as former service sta�ons and 
automo�ve ac�vi�es, raising concerns related to petroleum-impacted soil and groundwater that require further assessment. 
These brownfield challenges have a direct and ongoing impact on the community, limi�ng redevelopment poten�al in Hernando’s 
most walkable and popula�on-dense neighborhoods and preven�ng the city from maximizing the use of exis�ng infrastructure. 
This grant will help address these challenges and their impacts by building upon the City’s successful implementa�on of prior 
FY2012, FY2016, and FY2022 EPA Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup grants, which advanced site assessments, planning 
ac�vi�es, and redevelopment readiness across mul�ple remaining brownfield proper�es. Through these grants Hernando took 
deliberate steps to assess and understand environmental condi�ons, laying the groundwork for reuse that respects local history. 
One of the most telling success stories is a former tractor dealership and repair shop near downtown, a site long considered an 
eyesore. Once environmental assessments clarified contamina�on concerns and cleanup pathways, the property was reborn as 
locally owned businesses that now draw residents and visitors alike. The success of these brownfield projects established Uncle 
Bubba’s Barbeque and local bou�que shop Social x Saint, bringing new life to a loca�on that once symbolized stagna�on. Despite 
these successes, environmental uncertainty con�nues to delay reuse at many remaining sites by suppressing property values and 
limi�ng job crea�on. By addressing environmental uncertainty, this grant will posi�on priority sites for cleanup and reuse, 
suppor�ng tax base growth, job crea�on, and commercial revitaliza�on to con�nue the success of past brownfield projects such as 
these. The target area within the geographic boundary for the focused grant ac�vi�es is clearly iden�fied and described as the 
Commerce Street Corridor encompassing Census Tracts 07711.22 and 07711.24. This target area spans 22.01 square miles and, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey (2019–2023 five-year es�mates), contain an es�mated 6,709 
residents, resul�ng in a popula�on density of approximately 305 people per square mile, substan�ally higher than the na�onal 
average of 94 people per square mile. This concentra�on of residents within infrastructure-served areas reflects strong 
redevelopment poten�al and supports infill development that promotes economic growth while limi�ng urban sprawl, aligning the 
city’s brownfields strategy with efficient use of exis�ng infrastructure and long-term community revitaliza�on goals. 
b. Descrip�on of the Priority Brownfield Site(s) 
The City of Hernando maintains a publicly accessible GIS database of iden�fied and addressed brownfield proper�es and the 
development, with assistance from the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), of an internal inventory of at 
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least 30-40 addi�onal brownfield sites within the target areas requiring assessment. These sites include former gas sta�ons, 
automo�ve and prin�ng shops, an old lumberyard, vacant lots, and abandoned commercial proper�es. This combined inventory 
establishes a clear and credible universe of brownfield sites within the target areas from which priority sites have been selected. 
Of this broader inventory, the city has selected three priority sites along the Commerce Street Corridor (TA). 
Priority Site 1 is the Hole in the Wall property, located at 2348 and 2380 Highway 51 South, consis�ng of two parcels—Parcel ID 
3086130010006200 (0.43 acres) and Parcel ID 3086130010006300 (0.32 acres)—for a total area of 0.75 acres. Located along 
Highway 51 South, a primary entrance into Hernando’s historic downtown, the property plays a prominent role in shaping first 
impressions of the community. The site is bordered by Hernando’s Historic Homes District to the east and the Velvet Cream ice 
cream shop to the north, a long-standing local landmark and tourist des�na�on. The property is also adjacent to the former 
brownfield site redeveloped into Fratello’s Prime Steak House, located immediately west of the site, which represents Hernando’s 
first successful EPA-funded brownfield revitaliza�on project. Building on this demonstrated success, addi�onal EPA-supported 
assessment is essen�al to reduce environmental uncertainty, enable redevelopment for retail or restaurant use, and support 
con�nued corridor revitaliza�on and improved downtown connec�vity. The property historically operated as a gasoline service 
sta�on u�lizing underground storage tanks (USTs) for gasoline and diesel fuel dispensing. A primary building of approximately 
2,400 square feet, formerly used as a convenience store, includes a canopy extension covering fuel dispenser islands, and a bay 
door indicates poten�al historic automobile maintenance ac�vi�es. A second building of approximately 700 square feet, located 
on the southern por�on of the property, appears to have served as a petroleum bulk distribu�on facility and includes a bay door 
sugges�ng maintenance use. A smaller structure northeast of the former bulk distribu�on building appears to have func�oned as a 
pump house. The site is currently vacant. Both USTs and aboveground storage tanks (ASTs) have existed on the property, and 
documented leaks have occurred, resul�ng in environmental uncertainty. A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment conducted in 
2022 iden�fied Recognized Environmental Condi�ons (RECs) related to historical fuel storage and dispensing ac�vi�es, including 
petroleum-impacted soil and groundwater and poten�al vapor intrusion pathways. Contaminants of concern (COCs) include 
petroleum hydrocarbons; VOCs, including BTEX and chlorinated solvents; SVOCs such as PAHs; and metals, including lead, 
chromium, cadmium, and zinc associated with fuels, oils, and solvents. Historical records indicate that prior to 1963 the property 
was owned and developed by Monsanto Chemical Company. Given the pre-RCRA �meframe, this historical use suggests poten�al 
management, storage, or disposal of hazardous substances and cons�tutes an addi�onal REC. Further assessment is required to 
delineate subsurface condi�ons and support cleanup and redevelopment planning. This site is a priority due to its environmental 
uncertainty, gateway loca�on, and redevelopment leverage. 
Priority Site 2 is J & J Repair, located at 183 Losher Street, Parcel ID 3086130040004202, encompassing 0.462277 acres. The 
property contains a 3,200-square-foot building constructed in 1975, historically used as an automobile repair shop. Numerous 
vehicles are stored on-site, and a canopy with a former fuel dispenser island is located on the northern por�on of the property. 
The central and northern por�ons of the site are surfaced with asphalt and gravel for parking. The business is no longer in 
opera�on. Historical uses include a fueling sta�on, coffee shop, and hair salon. The property is located within a well-developed 
commercial and residen�al area. Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments conducted using prior EPA Brownfields 
funding confirmed COCs including VOCs, TPH-GRO, TPH-DRO, EPH, VPH, and RCRA metals, establishing the site as a priority for 
con�nued assessment and remedia�on planning. This site is a priority because of its loca�on within Hernando’s Commerce Street 
Corridor and redevelopment leverage. 
Priority Site 3 is the Emerson Brothers Property, consis�ng of two adjoining parcels located at 345 and 381 East Commerce Street, 
Parcel IDs 307418003000601 and 3074180030000600, totaling approximately 2.24 acres. The underu�lized site contains three 
buildings occupied by Sports of All Sorts, Pounders Repair, and Delta Muffler. Although the site contains three buildings and surface 
parking, only about one-quarter of the 2.24-acre property is currently developed, leaving more than 70,000 square feet (over 74% 
of the site) underu�lized and constrained by environmental contamina�on. Iden�fied COCs include petroleum hydrocarbons; 
VOCs, including BTEX and chlorinated solvents; SVOCs such as PAHs; and metals including lead, chromium, cadmium, and zinc 
associated with fuels, oils, solvents, welding ac�vi�es, and vehicle exhaust components. Historical data indicate the property 
operated as a bulk fueling facility for 25 to 50 years, cons�tu�ng a REC. The site is bordered to the west by railroad tracks 
containing known contaminants such as creosote from treated �es, arsenic from coal ash and cinder, and poten�al petroleum or 
chlorinated releases associated with rail transport. This site is a priority because it represents a high-priority redevelopment 
opportunity within a revitalized corridor already served by public infrastructure. Redevelopment of the site would leverage exis�ng 
public and private investment and create a cataly�c, domino effect that advances the remedia�on and reuse of the remaining 
adjacent brownfield proper�es. 
c. Iden�fying Addi�onal Sites 
The City of Hernando maintains a clear and systema�c process for iden�fying addi�onal brownfield sites within the geographic 
boundary through ongoing site inventory and screening, stakeholder referrals, and corridor- and area-based knowledge informed 
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managed the previous grants will con�nue to oversee this effort and ensure compliance with all programma�c, administra�ve, 
technical, and financial requirements of this grant. In addi�on, Hernando’s selected QEP has successfully supported the 
management of more than 30 EPA grants and brings a deep bench of experienced staff to support this effort. The Brownfield 
grant will be managed by the City’s Community Development Department, which reports directly to the Mayor. This office is 
responsible for wri�ng and administering private, state, and federal grants and has extensive experience working with EPA and 
MDEQ on brownfield projects. The department is led by Gia Matheny, Director, who has served the city for twelve years and is 
responsible for grant oversight. She is supported by addi�onal city staff, including Eva Ward and Nicole Hilario. Eva Ward 
provides provides financial management support and processes payment requests for approval by the Board of Alderman.  
Nicole Hilario, City Clerk, oversees financial compliance and submits reimbursement requests through the EPA grants 
management system.  
d. Acquiring Addi�onal Resources 
The City’s programma�c capacity is strengthened by a robust leveraging strategy that includes coordina�on with state 
incen�ves such as MERA and voluntary brownfields cleanup programs, investments in transporta�on and trail connec�vity, 
tourism-related improvements, and partnerships that advance economic development and workforce alignment. 
Past Performance and Accomplishments  
e. Currently Has or Previously Received an EPA Brownfields Grant Hernando has been the recipient of three EPA Brownfield 
Grants. The city has successfully implemented and completed the 2012 and 2016 grants of $400,000 each with substan�al 
outputs. A 2022 grant of $409,000 was awarded for the Commerce Street Corridor and the Westside Community and remains 
ac�ve. 
1. Accomplishment 
Under the FY2012 grant, the city completed 26 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments, six site-specific QAPPs, six Phase II 
assessments, and four All Appropriate Inquiries–Based Cleanup Analyses (ABCAs). The FY2016 grant resulted in 26 Phase I 
assessments, seven Phase II assessments, and five ABCAs. Accomplishments of the FY2022 grant are as follows: The city 
completed Phase I ESAs at eight (8) proper�es, each performed in accordance with ASTM E1527 and AAI requirements. The 
City completed five Phase II-level inves�ga�ons, including tradi�onal Phase II ESAs and EPA-eligible targeted inves�ga�ons at 
five proper�es, One Phase III ESA was completed. Two (2) ACM inspec�ons were completed as well as One Correc�ve Ac�on 
Plan (CAP) at McIngvale Square. The McIngvale Square Property represents the City’s most significant brownfield success 
under the FY2022 grant. Environmental outcomes include comple�on of Phase I, Phase II, and Phase III ESAs; prepara�on and 
approval of a Correc�ve Ac�on Plan; comple�on of correc�ve ac�ons with confirma�on results suppor�ng a No Further Ac�on 
recommenda�on for the addressed exposure pathway; and advancement toward execu�on of a State Brownfield Agreement. 
Expected economic outcomes include redevelopment of the site into a publicly documented $30-million mixed-use project 
featuring restaurants, retail, office, and residen�al uses. An�cipated benefits include construc�on-phase employment and 
local spending, crea�on of permanent jobs in retail, dining, office, and property management, increased property values and 
long-term growth in the City’s tax base and con�nued strengthening of Hernando’s town center as a walkable, community-
oriented des�na�on. All of these accomplishments were reported to ACRES in a �mely manner. 
2. Compliance with Grant Requirements  
The City prepared and submited all EPA-required reports including quarterly, semi-annual, and final reports within the 
�meframe  required by the EPA.  In addi�on, the city updated the ACRES online database to  accurately and consistently track 
project outputs and outcomes. All compliance requirements were successfully met for the Coopera�ve Agreement, including 
the submital of the Work Plan, Generic QAPP, eligibility determina�ons, Site Specific QAPPs, Quarterly Reports, Annual 
Reports, Financial Reports, and ACRES Database repor�ng. 





 
 

THRESHOLD CRITERIA FOR COMMUNITY-WIDE ASSESSMENT FY26 

The City of Hernando will inform and involve the community and key stakeholders throughout the planning, 
implementation, and oversight of brownfields assessment activities. This approach builds upon successful outreach 
conducted under EPA Brownfields grant awards in 2012, 2016, and 2022, as well as community input incorporated 
through the Hernando Comprehensive Plan. These efforts established a strong framework for meaningful public 
participation. Hernando will conduct an initial project meeting and a minimum of two community outreach events 
annually to ensure ongoing public involvement. Information will be disseminated through flyers, newspaper 
advertisements, the City’s website, social media platforms, and local news media. Community members will be engaged 
through visioning sessions to identify priority sites and desired reuse outcomes that support community needs and local 
planning goals. Adjacent property owners and occupants of priority brownfield sites will be directly notified and 
encouraged to participate. All project-related documents and public information will be made available through a 
document repository maintained at City Hall with Gia Matheny to promote transparency and accessibility. 

In addition to community-wide outreach, the city will convene a Brownfields Advisory Committee (BAC) 
composed of key stakeholders and partners listed in the above table. The BAC will meet at least annually, and more 
frequently as needed, to support site selection, assessment prioritization, and reuse planning consistent with local land 
use and economic development objectives. Input received from the community and the BAC will guide assessment 
decisions and ensure alignment with community priorities. Performance metrics will include documentation of all 
outreach and BAC meetings, participation levels, and community input received; completion of one kickoff meeting, at 
least two community outreach events per year, and a minimum of one BAC meeting annually; and the identification and 
evaluation of multiple brownfield sites for Phase I and Phase II environmental assessments during the grant period. These 
outputs will be tracked and reported to EPA to demonstrate timely progress and effective community engagement. 
 
 
3. Expenditure of Exis�ng Grant Funds 
The City of Hernando has an exis�ng community-wide assessment grant. Please see the atached proof of drawdown 
funds.  
 
4. Contractors and Named Subrecipients 
Not Applicable 
 

Community Foundation of 
Northwest Mississippi 

Tom Pittman (662) 469-5002 
tompittman@cfnm.org 

The Community Foundation of 
Northwest Mississippi will assist in 
community outreach and securing 
additional grant funding for 
addressing food insecurity within the 
target areas. 

Northwest Community College Daniel Hollowell (662) 560-5272 
dhollowell@northwestms.edu 

The Northwest Community College 
will provide career workforce training 
for many of the type businesses that 
may locate to many of the brownfield 
properties. 

Hernando Bike Club Bo McAninch (901) 299-7940 
hernandobike@aol.com 

Provide project updates to members 
and provide guidance on connectivity 
and safety pertaining to the 
expansion of greenspace and biking 
trails. 

Grant & Company 
Builders/Realtors 

Martha Fondren (901) 316-1048 
mfondren@grantnewhomes.com 

Will confer with the City regarding 
available properties for construction 
of affordable housing. 




