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RE:  FY2026 EPA Brownfields Assessment Coalition Grant Application 
  
Delta Compass is pleased to submit this proposal for FY2026 Brownfields Assessment Coalition 
Grant funding. Below we provide the information requested. 
 

1. Applicant Identification:  
Delta Compass 
342 Washington Avenue, #201, Greenville, Mississippi 38701 

2. Website URL: https://wceams.com/compass 

3. Funding Requested: 

Grant Type: Assessment 

Assessment Grant Type: Coalition 

Federal Funds Requested: $1,500,000 

4. Location 2 states; 11 counties; 30 Incorporated Cities; 30 Incorporated 
Towns; 446 Unincorporated Cities 

State: Arkansas 
Arkansas Counties: Phillips, Chicot, Desha 
Arkansas Cities & Town: Lake View, Helena–West Helena, Elaine, 
Marvell, Lexa, Barton, Blackfoot, Catron, Countiss, Crumrod, 
Cypert, Edgewood, Ewal, Fair Landing, Ferguson, Ferguson 
Landing, Gobell, Helena Crossing, Hicks, Hicksville, Holiday Hills, 
Hoop Spur, Huma, Kindall, Kingtown, Lake Ridge, Lambrook, 
Latour, Lexa Junction, Lundell, Maple Corner, Mary Spur, 
Mellwood, Midland Heights, Modoc, Modoc Landing, Morning 
Star, Mosby Spur, North Lexa, Oak Forest, Offutt Landing, Old 
Town, Oneida, Pilgrims Rest, Pillar, Poplar Grove, Postelle, 
Preston Place, Ragan, Ratio, Southland, Trenton, Turkey Scratch, 
Turner, Wabash, Walnut Corner, Watkins Corner, Westover, 
Wycamp, Dermott, Eudora, Lake Village, Arkansas City, Dumas, 
McGehee, Mitchellville, Reed, Tillar, Watson, Ashton, Baxter, 
Bellaire, Boueff, Bowman, Chanticleer, Chicot, Chicot Junction, 
Collins, Deep Elm, Dewey, Elmwood, Eminence, Empire, 
Fairview, Gaines Landing, Grand Lake, Gum Corner, Halley, Halley 
Junction, Indian, Jennie, Lakehall, Lakeport, Leland, Luna, Macon 
Lake, McMillan Corner, Myrtle Grove, Panther Forest, Point 
Comfort, Readland, Red Leaf, Ross Van Ness, Shives, Sunnyside, 
Vaucluse, Wellford, Yellow Bayou, Back Gate, Beulah Island 
Landing, Deerfield, Duce, Jersey Point, Kelso, Knowlton, Laconia, 
Lorays, Lucca Landing, Masonville, McArthur, Mozart, Oaklawn, 
Omega, Pea Ridge, Pendleton, Pickens, Red Fork, Reedville, 
Rohwer, Rotan, Snow Lake, Stimson, Trippe Junction, Wargo 
Landing, White River, Yancopin, Yukon 
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State: Mississippi 
Mississippi Counties: Washington, Coahoma, Sunflower, Bolivar, 
Issaquena, Sharkey, Humphreys, Leflore 
Mississippi Cities & Town: Metcalfe, Arcola, Jonestown, Friars 
Point, Lyon, Coahoma, Lula, Sunflower, Inverness, Doddsville, 
Renova, Boyle, Benoit, Merigold, Gunnison, Duncan, Beulah, 
Pace, Winstonville, Alligator, Mayersville, Anguilla, Cary, Isola, 
Louise, Silver City, Schlater, Morgan City, Greenville, Leland, 
Hollandale, Clarksdale, Indianola, Ruleville, Moorhead, Drew, 
Cleveland, Shelby, Rosedale, Mound Bayou, Rolling Fork, Belzoni, 
Greenwood, Itta Bena, Aldridge, Alhambra, Almy, Ashley 
Crossing, Avon, Bourbon, Brighton, Burdette, Byrne, Chatham, 
Cletonia, Darlove, Dunkirk, Dunleith, Elizabeth, Empire, Erwin, 
Estill, Floyd, Foote, Forkland, Geneill, Glen Allan, Hampton, Hays, 
Heads, Helm, Hollyknowe, Hunt, Ingrams, Isenberg, James, 
Johnston, Jones Chapel, Kongo, Leota, Long, Longwood, 
Magenta, Manhattan, Marathon, McCutcheon, McGrath, 
Murphy, Muskedine, Napanee, Osseola, Overby, Percy, Priscilla, 
Refuge, Rexburg, Spencer, Stoneville, Swiftwater, Tralake, 
Tribbett, Warsaw, Wayside, Willet, Wilmot, Winterville, 
Woodside, Anderson Landing, Armistead, Barbee, Beverly, Bobo, 
Boone, Burke Landing, Carter, Claremont, Clover Hill, Counts, 
Danforth, Delta, Dickerson, Durham, Eagles Nest, Glen Aubin, 
Green Grove, Hillhouse, Hillhouse Landing, Hopson, Humber, 
Jeffries, King and Anderson, Lake Charles Landing, Long Lake, 
Lurand, Matagorda, Mattson, Moon, Myrtle Hall, Powell, Pullen, 
Pushmataha Landing, Reese Landing, Rescue Landing, Rich, 
Riverton, Roseacres, Rucks, Rudyard, Sessions, Sherard, Stokely, 
Stovall, Sunflower Landing, Walnut Grove, Willis, Baird, 
Ballaston, Baltzer, Blaine, Bowles, Boyer, Brooks, Caile, 
Cottondale, Dockery, Dwiggins, Dwyer, Eastland, Fairview, 
Faisonia, Fitzhugh, Frazier, Furry, Halstead, Heathman, Holly 
Ridge, Inwood, Jaquith, Johnsonville, Kinlock, Linn, Lombardy, 
Markham, Mattoon, McDaniels, Milroy, Minot, New Town, 
Parchman, Pentecost, Pine Land, Powell Bayou, Rome, 
Roundaway, Sandy Bayou, Southside, Steiner, Stephenville, 
White City, Whitney, Australia Landing, Benoit Landing, Beulah 
Landing, Bolivar, Busey, Catfish Point Landing, Cessions Landing, 
Choctaw, Christmas, Cleveland Crossing, Clifford, Dahomy, 
Deeson, Dennis Landing, Dixie, Eldridge, Eutaw, Eutaw Landing, 
Francis, Gill, Grapeland, Gunnison Landing, Hannah, Home 
Landing, Hushpuckena, Kimball Lake, Lake Vista, Lamont, 
Laughlin, Litton, Lobdell, Longshot, Malvina, Mason Landing, 
Meltonia, Mound City, Mound Landing, Niblett Landing, Niles, 
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O’Reilly, Perthshire, Renova Landing, Riverton Landing, 
Rochdale, Round Lake, Scott, Skene, Stringtown, Symonds, 
Terrene Landing, Turners Flat, Victor, Waxhaw, Wright, Zumbro, 
Adams Landing, Addie, Ashland, Booth, Chotard, Elleslie, Fitler, 
Grace, Hardee, Hopedale, Magna Vista, Millers Landing, New 
Fitler, Tallula, Valewood, Valley Park, Auter, Big Eddy Landing, 
Blanton, Bommers, Cameta, Chapel Landing, Choctaw Landing, 
Dogwood Landing, Egremont, Harworth, Hickman Landing, 
Holland Landing, Issaquena, Kelso, Little Sunflower, Lorenzen, 
Mont Helena, Nitta Yuma, Onward, Panther Burn, Patmos, Ratliff 
Landing, Richey, Riverside Junction, Sago, Shraderville, Smedes, 
Spanish Fort, Tisdell Landing, Updike, Vickland, White House 
Landing, Anchorage, Bellewood, Brooklyn, Castleman, Craig, 
Deovolente, Famosla, Four Mile, Gooden Lake, Grass Lake, Hidi, 
Honey Island, Jaketown, Lake City, Lamkin, Lodi, Mathena, 
Midnight, Richland, Romeo, Sleepy Hollow, Wilzone, Berclair, 
Black Bayou Junction, Bright Corner, Browning, Craigside, 
Crenfree, Fort Loring, Fort Loring Landing, Grenada Junction, 
Hatten, Highlandale, Mathews Crossing, Mayday, McNutt, 
Minter City, Money, Murdock Crossing, Nichols, Old Dominion, 
Peteet, Phillipstown, Purnell, Quito, Rising Sun, Rixwood, 
Roebuck, Ruby, Runnymede, Sandy Ridge, Shellmound, Sisloff 
Junction, Somerville, Sunnyside, Swiftown, Wakeland, 
Wildwood. 

5. Coalition Members’ 
Target Area and Priority 
Site/ Property Information 

Lead and Non-Lead Coalition Member Target Areas: 

• Lead Member (Delta Compass) 
o Target Area: Washington County; Census Tract        

(CT) 28151001000 

• Non-Lead Members 
o City of Leland, MS; Target Area: City of Leland, MS; 

CT 28151001700 
o City of Eudora, AR; Target Area: City of Eudora, AR; 

CT 05017080400  

Proposed Priority Sites: 

• 323-333 Washington Avenue, Greenville, MS 

• 400 N Broad Street, Leland, MS  

• 113 & 148 E Armstrong St, Eudora, AR 

6. Contacts Project Director Chief Executive 

Name Justin A. Burch Justin A. Burch 

Phone Number (601) 310-1207 (601) 310-1207 

Email Address jburch@wceas.com jburch@wceas.com 

Mailing Address 342 Washington Ave #201 342 Washington Ave #201 
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Greenville, MS 38701 Greenville, MS 38701 

7. Population (2020) * Population of Delta Compass Region: 

• Population of Leland, MS CT 28151001700: 2,116 

• Population of Eudora, AR CT 05017080400: 1,950 

• Population of Washington County, MS CT 28151001000: 1,136 
*U.S. Census Bureau 2020 Census results 

 

8. Other Factors:   

Other Factors Page # 

Community population is 15,000 or less. N/A 
The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian Tribe or United 

States territory.  
N/A 

The priority site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land. N/A 
The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority 

site(s) is contiguous or partially contiguous to the body of water, or would be 

contiguous or partially contiguous with a body of water but for a street, road, or 

other public thoroughfare separating them). 

N/A 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain. N/A 
The reuse of the priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from wind, solar, 

or geothermal energy.  
4 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures. 4 
The proposed project will improve local resilience to the impacts of extreme 

weather events and natural disasters.  
4 

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible reuse/area-

wide planning activities, as described in Section 3.A.(2), for priority sites within 

the target areas.  

10 & 11 

The target area(s) is impacted by a coal-fired power plant has recently closed 

(2015 or later) or is closing. 
N/A 

 
9. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: A letter of acknowledgement from 
the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) is attached. 
 
10. Releasing Copies of Applications: Not Applicable 
 



Letter from the State Environmental 

Authority





 
 

 
State of Mississippi 

TATE REEVES 
Governor 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
CHRIS WELLS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

OFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL 
POST OFFICE BOX 2261 • JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39225-2261 • TEL: (601) 961-5171 • FAX: (601) 354-6612 • 

www.mdeq.ms.gov 
Facebook: @mdeq.ms • Twitter: @MDEQ • Instagram: @MDEQ  

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 

January 27, 2026 
 
Mr. Justin Burch, President 
Delta Compass 
342 Washington Avenue, #201 
Greenville, MS 38701 
 
RE: EPA Brownfield Grant Application Acknowledgement 

FY26 104(k) Coalition Assessment Grant 
Delta Compass 

 
Dear Mr. Burch: 
 
The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) hereby 
acknowledges Delta Compass’ plans to conduct brownfield assessments and 
apply for federal grant funds through the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) Brownfields initiative.  MDEQ believes the targeted areas within 
the Mississippi River Delta community, including the towns of Eudora and 
Leland, are in considerable need of brownfield assessment and future 
redevelopment opportunities.  
 
Since many brownfields are abandoned, underutilized, and contaminated, MDEQ 
is expressly interested in seeing entities like Delta Compass taking the initiative 
to assess, remediate, and return these sites to productive use.  These efforts are 
consistent with our mission to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of 
present and future generations of Mississippians.  We look forward to our role in 
Delta Compass’ Brownfield Initiative and are available to assist you at any time.  
Should you have any questions or comments concerning this matter, please 
contact me at (601) 961-5240. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Thomas L. Wallace, P.E. 
Division Chief – GARD  
Mississippi Brownfield Program 



Narrative 
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DC will oversee the project to ensure timely completion of key milestones. The core team supporting the grant include: 
Brownfields Project Director (BPD), Justin A. Burch, who currently serves as President & CEO of Delta Compass, is 
an accomplished leader in national economic development with a track record of directing multi-state programs, workforce 
initiatives, and regional development collaborations, including managing nationwide portfolios for rural economic 
development and supporting federal agency alignment.  As the BPD, he will provide strategic oversight and partnership 
development support, helping align regional stakeholders, workforce resources, and economic development opportunities 
to support successful implementation.; Brownfields Financial Manager (BFM), Hillary Boggs, the Chief Operating 
Officer at Delta Compass, is a financial expert who oversees financial management, operations, program development, and 
grant administration, supported by nearly two decades of experience managing multimillion-dollar portfolios, leading 
compliance and audit processes, and directing the financial operations of both public and private sector organizations.  As 
the BFM, she will lead financial tracking, compliance oversight, and reporting to ensure proper documentation, budget 
adherence, and coordination with external auditors and regulatory bodies.; and Community Outreach and Engagement 
Coordinator (COEC), Mary Catherine Brooks, the Chamber Director at Delta Compass, leads chamber operations and 
community engagement efforts at Delta Compass, driving member services, communications, and regional outreach 
initiatives.  In her role as COEC, she will lead stakeholder engagement, public communication, and community-facing 
activities to strengthen awareness and participation in the project. 

If Mr. Burch can no longer complete his duties as BPD, Ms. Boggs (BFM) and project staff will ensure the project continues. 
DC will work closely with the BAC, Board of Directors, Executive Committee, counties, cities, and non-profits to ensure 
that outputs and outcomes from this grant align with the plans and visions for DC and the Region.  

4.d. Acquiring Additional Resources:  
DC follows a formal, federally compliant procurement system for all professional services acquired under this grant. 
Procurement procedures adhere to 2 CFR 200.317–200.326, including public solicitation, evaluation based on technical 
qualifications, adherence to competitive thresholds, and documentation of bids, scoring, and selection. All procurements 
use written scopes of work, clear evaluation criteria, and conflict-of-interest safeguards to ensure transparency and 
objectivity. DC maintains documentation for all procurements consistent with 2 CFR 200.334 (record retention) and 
ensures that pricing, qualifications, and past performance are evaluated before award. This system ensures that any 
additional expertise can be obtained in a timely, compliant, and transparent manner to support successful implementation 
of the project. 

4.f. Past Performance & Accomplishments:  
DC has a strong record of successfully securing, administering, and reporting on major federal and non‑federal 
assistance agreements that are closely aligned with the structure, deliverables, and compliance expectations of 
EPA. To date, DC has announced over $1.3 billion in economic expansion through these projects. At its core, DC 
is a capacity builder, working exclusively through Delta‑based nonprofits, counties, and municipalities to 
strengthen local organizations’ ability to plan, implement, and manage complex projects. DC provides technical 
assistance in nonprofit development, economic development strategy, fiduciary management, implementation, 
and reporting.  

Accomplishments: Across its recent portfolio DC has secured a $250,000 USDA Broadband Technical 
Assistance Grant, a $750,000 Delta Regional Authority Workforce Development Grant, a $1.4 million U.S. 
Department of Labor Aviation Workforce Grant, and developed a $1.2 million philanthropic Delta Catalyst 
Fund. For these programs, DC has completed regional feasibility studies, broadband infrastructure assessments, 
labor market and workforce analyses, site readiness evaluations, and multi-county stakeholder engagement 
processes. These projects produced implementation plans now guiding broadband deployment, workforce training 
expansion, and site development across underserved Delta communities, demonstrating DC’s capacity to deliver 
complex, technical, and community-centered work products similar to brownfield assessments and reuse 
planning. 

Compliance: Across all its awards, DC has consistently met all reporting, documentation, and workplan 
requirements, submitting timely quarterly reports, financial statements, and performance metrics to USDA, 
DRA, and the U.S. Department of Labor. DC follows strong internal controls to ensure expenditures align with 
approved budgets and deliverables and communicates promptly with funders when adjustments are needed. All 
grants have been managed in compliance with their respective terms and conditions, and continued reinvestment 
from federal partners and philanthropic funders reflects clear confidence in DC’s fiscal stewardship, transparency, 
and reliable delivery of expected results. 
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1. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY:  

Lead Coalition Member – Delta Compass 

(a) Applicant Type: Nonprofit Organization 

(b) Eligibility: Delta Compass is a nonprofit organization with tax exempt status under section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Documentation of PCUL’s tax exempt status is provided 

in Attachment A. 

Non-Lead Coalition Members: 

• City of Leland, Mississippi 

(a) Applicant Type: City Government 

(b) Eligibility: The City of Leland, MS is a “general purpose unit of local government” as 

defined in 2 CFR § 200.64 and is therefore eligible to be a non-lead coalition member and 

an eligible entity for assessment funds. 

• City of Eudora, Arkansas 

(a) Applicant Type: City Government 

(b) Eligibility: The City of Eudora, AR is a “general purpose unit of local government” as 

defined in 2 CFR § 200.64 and is therefore eligible to be a non-lead coalition member and 

an eligible entity for assessment funds. 

2. TARGET AREAS:  

Lead Coalition Member Target Area: 

• Washington County, MS; Census Tract (CT) 28151001000 (Delta Compass) 

Non-Lead Coalition Member Target Areas: 

• City of Leland, MS; CT 28151001700 (Leland) 

• City of Eudora, AR; CT 05017080400 (Eudora) 

3. NON-LEAD MEMBER(S) THAT NEVER RECEIVED AN EPA MARC GRANT:  

City of Leland, MS and City of Eudora, AR have not been recipients of an open cooperative 

agreement for MARC Grant funding or a MARC Grant that closed in 2015 or later. 

4. LEGAL AUTHORITY TO EXPEND GRANT FUNDS ON BEHALF OF NON-LEAD 

COALITION MEMBERS :  

(a) Delta Compass attests that it has legal authority to expend grant funds on behalf of the non-

lead members to 

conduct proposed grant activities. 

(b) Delta Compass geographic boundary encompasses the geographic boundaries of all non-lead 

coalition members. 

5. COALITION AGREEMENT: 

Signed letters of agreement from each non-lead coalition member: City of Leland, MS and City of 

Eudora, AR to Delta Compass are provided in Attachment B. 

6. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:  

Delta Compass will implement a clear communication and engagement strategy to ensure 

residents, community organizations, and project partners remain fully informed and meaningfully 

involved throughout the grant period. Project updates will be shared regularly using multiple 
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communication methods. With nearly 20% of residents in 2 of the Target Ares with no access to a 

vehicle, options will meet the needs of the diverse and historically underrepresented populations. 

Delta Compass will provide quarterly project updates through public meetings (offered in both 

virtual and in person formats), email notices, fact sheets, and postings on partner websites and 

social media channels. These updates will include summaries of recent activities, upcoming 

assessment work, and opportunities for community input. For residents with limited transportation, 

digital access, or language proficiency, Delta Compass will coordinate targeted outreach—such as 

listening sessions, partnering with trusted local organizations, and participating in existing 

community events—to ensure participation. 

Community input will be actively solicited through surveys, comment forms, interactive online 

tools, GIS based StoryMaps, and facilitated discussions. All feedback will be documented, 

evaluated, and incorporated into decisions related to site selection, cleanup planning, and reuse 

strategies. Delta Compass will maintain a transparent feedback loop by clearly communicating 

how community input influenced project decisions and by sharing revisions or next steps with 

stakeholders. 

Through this multifaceted engagement approach, traditional, targeted, innovative, and virtual—

Delta Compass ensures that residents directly affected by brownfield activities have ongoing, 

meaningful opportunities to shape assessment priorities and guide long term redevelopment 

outcomes. 

7. EXPENDITURE OF EXISTING GRANT FUNDS:  

Delta Compass does not have an open EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant or Multipurpose Grant. 

8. CONTRACTORS AND NAMED SUBRECIPIENTS:  

Contractors: Delta Compass has selected a firm under a “comprehensive services process” for both 

grant writing and grant implementation services. Delta Compass’s procurement method used was 

a Request for Qualifications and Proposals (RFQP). Details regarding Delta Compass’s RFQP 

process are described in detail below. 

• The RFQP and related documents were posted by Delta Compass on their website on 

October 10, 2025 (https://wceams.com/compass) 

• The RFQP was solicited in the Delta Democrat Times published on October 10, 2025.  

• 1 proposer responded to the RFQP on November 10, 2025. 

• On November 10, 2025 respondents’ materials provided to Selection Committee for 

individual evaluation. 

• Selection Committee evaluations returned to Delta Compass for compilation; Finalists 

contacted to schedule interviews and recommendations of respondents for approval 

November 14, 2025. 

• The chosen QEP Firm, Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) was announced on 

December 15, 2025. 

Below is the timeline of the RFQP process as seen in the RFQP released on October 10, 2025. 

 

RFQP TIMELINE SCHEDULE (dates/times subject to change)  

Bid Release    October 10, 2025  

Questions Due   November 3, 2025 

Bids Due    November 10, 2025 (12:00pm CST)  
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Intent to Award   December 15, 2025  
 

Internal Timelines 

Evaluation Commences  November 10, 2025 

Award Recommendation December 15, 2025 

 

The RFQP, responses, and signed executed contract are available upon request by contacting Justin 

Burch (jburch@wceams.com)  

 

Subrecipients: Not applicable. 

 




