
164 East Lincoln Highway, DeKalb, Illinois 60115
Phone: 815-748-2000                    www.cityofdekalb.com

APPLICANT INFORMATION SHEET:
City of DeKalb, Illinois

1. Applicant Identification:
City of DeKalb
City Hall
164 East Lincoln Highway
DeKalb, Illinois 60115

2. Website URL: https://www.cityofdekalb.com/

3. Funding Requested:
a. Grant Type:  Single Site Cleanup
b. Federal Funds Requested: $2,462,900

4. Location:
a.  City:  DeKalb
b. County:  DeKalb County
c.  State:  Illinois

5. Property Information: 
Former 1151 and 1205 S. Fourth Street, 
DeKalb, Illinois 60115

The Site consists of two (2) rectangular-shaped parcels comprising approximately 1.9 
acres of land, formerly operated as an automotive salvage yard. Operations were 
concluded by 2007, and the Site has been vacant since that time. Structures and equipment 
associated with the historical operations have been removed. The grounds are primarily 
covered in grass and prairie grass, with mature trees in the central and western portions of 
the Site and concrete slab foundations from the former structures on the eastern portion of 
the Site. Parcel index numbers associated with the Site are 08-27-279-027 and 08-27-279-
029.

COHEN BARNES
MAYOR



164 East Lincoln Highway, DeKalb, Illinois 60115 
Phone: 815-748-2000                     www.cityofdekalb.com 

6. Contacts: 
a.  Project Director: Mr. Andy Raih, Public Works Director 
   1316 Market Street, DeKalb, Illinois 60115 
   Phone:  815.748.8111 
   Email:  andy.raih@cityofdekalb.com  
 
 
b.  Chief Executive: Mr. Cohen Barnes, Mayor 
   164 East Lincoln Highway, DeKalb, Illinois 60115 
   Phone:  815.758.1886 
   Email:  cohen.barnes@cityofdekalb.com 

7. Population: 40,290 (US Census, 2020) 

8. Other Factors Checklist:   
DeKalb  

Other Factors Page # 
Community population is 15,000 or less N/A 
The applicant is, or will assist a federally recognized Indian tribe or United States 
territory 

N/A 

The priority brownfield site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land N/A 
Secured firm leveraging commitment ties directly to the project and will facilitate 
completion of the project/reuse; secured resource is identified in the Narrative and 
substantiated in the attached documentation. 

 
N/A 

The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority 
site(s) is contiguous or partially contiguous to the body of water, or world be 
contiguous or partially contiguous with a body of water but for a street, road, or 
other public thoroughfare separating them). 

 
N/A 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain N/A 
The reuse of the priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from wind, solar, or 
geothermal energy 

N/A 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures N/A 

The proposed project will improve local resilience to the impacts of extreme 
weather events and natural disasters. 

4 

The target area(s) is located within a community in which a coal-fired power plant 
has recently closed (2015 or later) or is closing 

N/A 

9. Releasing Copies of Applications: 
Not Applicable.  This application does not have confidential, privileged, or sensitive information 
included that cannot be shared. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Task 1:  Program Management 

b. Project Implementation:  This 
Cooperative Agreement with US EPA for this project, ensuring compliance with the 

preparation/submittal of Quarterly and Annual Reports, entering information in the 
Assessment, Cleanup, and Redevelopment Exchange System (ACRES) database for the 



 

 
 

project, procurement of a Qualified Environmental Professional to lead the project, 
management of the federal grant funds for the project, DeKalb staff attendance at a US 
EPA Brownfields Conference, and final closeout. 

c. Anticipated Schedule:  This task will start immediately upon project award and will be 
ongoing continuously throughout the entire four-year project period. The QEP will be 
procured in the first quarter of the grant period.   

d. Task/Activity Lead:  This task will be led by , 
assisted by the Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP)  

e. Outputs:  Executed Cooperative Agreement, Contract with Qualified Environmental 
Professional, 16 Quarterly Reports, 4 Annual Reports, Quarterly Updates to ACRES, 
attendance of City of DeKalb Staff at a National Brownfields Conference, and final 
closeout documentation to US EPA 

 
Task 2:  Community Involvement 

b. Project Implementation:  This task includes cooperation between DeKalb staff, QEP, 
and Project Partners to implement the community involvement and community relations 
plan to inform residents, property owners, and the public about the status of the project.  
This task also includes website updates and printed public information materials as 
needed.  Public comments, questions, and concerns will be addressed under this task. 

c. Anticipated Schedule:  This task will commence immediately upon project award and 
will continue throughout the entire four-year project period.   

d. Task/Activity Lead:  This task will be led by the City of DeKalb with assistance from the 
selected Qualified Environmental Professional and Project Partners. 

e. Outputs:  Community Relations Plan, 3 Public Meetings and Meeting Minutes, 3 
Website Updates, 3 Fact Sheets 

 
Task 3:  Cleanup Planning 

b. Project Implementation:  Prior to site cleanup work, the Qualified Environmental 
Professional will prepare a site-specific work plan including the Health & Safety Plan, 
Quality Assurance Project Plan, finalize the ABCA, and coordinate with the City of 
DeKalb and development professionals to finalize the Cleanup Plan, including in situ 
hazardous soil stabilization, remedial excavation of materials to 2 feet below ground 
surface, and installation of clean backfill materials with seeded topsoil. DeKalb, with 
assistance from a QEP, will secure all necessary permits and prepare bid documents to 
select a competitive, qualification-based Cleanup Contractor in compliance with federal, 
state, and local procurement requirements.   

c. Anticipated Schedule:  This task will commence after the City of DeKalb selects a 
Qualified Environmental Professional, approximately 90 days after award. 

d. Task/Activity Lead:  This task will be led by the City of DeKalb, assisted by the 
Qualified Environmental Professional. 

e. Outputs:  Health & Safety Plan, Quality Assurance Project Plan, finalize the ABCA 
Decision Document, Plans & Specs, Permits, and selection of Cleanup Contractor to 
perform site preparation and remediation activities at the project site, and contract 
documents for the QEP 

 
Task 4:  Cleanup Activities 

b. Project Implementation:  This task includes the cleanup work, including in situ 
hazardous soil stabilization, remedial excavation of soils contaminated with BTEX, 
PNAs, PCBs, Metals, and Dieldrin, and clean backfill/site restoration.  

c. Anticipated Schedule:  This task will commence in the Spring of 2027 and conclude in 
the fall/winter of 2027/2028.   

d. Task/Activity Lead:  This task will be led by the Qualified Environmental Professional 
and completed by the selected Cleanup Contractor. 

e. Outputs:  Pre-Construction Meeting/Minutes, site preparation, temporary site fencing, 
confirmation sampling, laboratory reports, a final cleanup report. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Budget  
Categories 

Project Tasks  
Task 1: 

Program  
Management 

Task 2: 
Community 
Involvement 

Task 3: 
Cleanup 
Planning 

Task 4: 
Cleanup 
Activities 

 
 

TOTAL 

D
ir

ec
t 

C
os

ts
 

Personnel -- -- -- -- -- 
Fringe Benefits -- -- -- -- -- 

Travel $2,500 -- -- -- $2,500 
Equipment -- -- -- -- -- 

Supplies -- -- -- -- -- 
Construction -- -- -- $2,170,244 $2,170,244 
Contractual $13,230 $10,416 $27,150 $239,360 $290,156 

Other -- -- -- -- -- 
Total Direct Costs $15,730 $10,416 $27,150 $2,409,604 $2,462,900 

Total Federal Funding $15,730 $10,416 $27,150 $2,409,604 $2,462,900 
Total Budget $15,730 $10,416 $27,150 $2,409,604 $2,462,900 

Task 1: This budget includes 70 hours of QEP time at $189/hour, for program management activities over the 
duration of the grant. The remaining $2,500 is for two (2) City of DeKalb Staff to attend the National Brownfield 
Conference (Airfare at $500 each ($1,000), Lodging at $170 per day for 3 days each ($1,020), Meals $80 per 
person for 3 days each ($480).  
Task 2: This budget includes QEP time to help the City of DeKalb staff in the development of Fact Sheets, 
Website updates, and conducting Public Meetings. Contractual work is for support of community meetings and 
public engagement (62 hours of Qualified Environmental Professional at $168/hour rate x 62 hours = $10,416). 
Task 3: The Cleanup Planning Budget will be for the development of the HASP, QAPP, finalization of the 
ABCA, Plans & Specs and permitting for the project, and assistance with bidding. City of DeKalb staff will be 
assisted by the QEP during the bidding process with 150 hours budgeted at $181/hour of QEP consultant time.   
Task 4: The $2,170,092 Construction Budget will be for mobilization/demobilization, fencing, site preparation at 
$184,475, in situ stabilization of 2,400 cubic yards of hazardous lead soil at $145/cubic yard, excavation, 
transportation and disposal of 6,800 cubic yards of contaminated soils at $153/cubic yard, and clean backfill with 
seeded topsoil at $24/cubic yard. The Contractual QEP budget includes 604 hours at $186/hr for documentation, 
post remediation confirmation sampling and analysis, final reporting to Illinois EPA, and project management 
during remedial activities. Total Contractual costs under this task will be $239,650. The amount of time for the 
remediation is subject to the procured cleanup contractor availability but is expected to be completed within 3 
years of grant award. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 



CITY OF DEKALB, ILLINOIS 
FY26 BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP GRANT 

THRESHOLD CRITERIA:

1.  Applicant Eligibility:
The City of DeKalb, Illinois is an incorporated municipality in the State of Illinois and has the 
authority to enter into a cooperative agreement for a Cleanup Grant with the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
2.  Previously Awarded Cleanup Grants: 
The proposed cleanup site has not received funding from a previously awarded EPA Brownfields 
Cleanup Grant. 
 
3. Expenditure of Existing Multipurpose Grant Funds: 
Not Applicable. The City of DeKalb has not been a recipient of a Multipurpose Grant. 
 
4.  Site Ownership: 
The City of DeKalb is the sole owner of the proposed cleanup grant site, acquired by the City on 
April 24, 2015. 

5. Basic Site Information:   
(a) Site name: Former Protano’s Auto Parts
(b) Address: 1151 and 1205 South 4th Street DeKalb, Illinois 60115 (2 parcels)  
(c) Current Owner:  City of DeKalb, Illinois 

 
6. Status & History of Contamination at the Site:   

(a) Contamination: Hazardous Substance. Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) 
including benzene, ethylbenzene, toluene, and xylenes (total); Semi-Volatile Organic 
Compounds (SVOCs) including benzo(a)anthracene, benzo(a)pyrene, 
benzo(b)fluoranthene, benzo(k)fluoranthene, carbazole, dibenzo(a,h)anthracene, and 
i ; Metals including antimony, arsenic, cadmium, copper, lead, 
mercury, nickel, and zinc; Pesticides including dieldrin; and Polychlorinated Biphenyls 
(PCBs) including Total PCBS have been identified in soil and groundwater above the 
Illinois EPA Tiered Approach to Corrective Action Objectives (TACO) Tier 1 remediation 
objectives. In addition, lead concentrations in select locations at the site exceed the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) toxicity characteristic for hazardous 
waste. 
(b) Operational History & Current Use of Site: The Site was historically operated as an 
automobile salvage yard since approximately 1944. According to historical and 
environmental records, the Site salvage yard operations included crushing, stacking, and 
burning vehicles as well as storage of fluids associated with vehicles. Operations at the site 
were discontinued in 2007. The City acquired the Site on April 24, 2015. The Site buildings 
were demolished in 2016, and the Site has been vacant since.  
(c) Environmental Concerns: Former salvage yard operations left behind contamination 
in the soil. Contamination, identified above state remediation objectives, directly impacts 
the Site and any future redevelopment. As a result, soil remediation will be necessary to 



CITY OF DEKALB, ILLINOIS 
FY26 BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP GRANT 

protect human health and the environment. Remediation will prepare the site for proposed 
redevelopment into residential and/or commercial land use.     
d) Source of Contamination and Nature and Extent of Contamination:
Based on environmental assessment work, VOC, SVOC, Metal, Pesticide, and PCB
contamination in shallow soils are associated with former salvage yard operations. The 
shallow soil contamination is encountered in fill material across the site but does not extend 
to the underlying native clay. Contamination was not identified in groundwater except low 
level lead in one (1) well, which is suspected to be the result of sediment in the undeveloped 
well. 
 

7. Brownfields Site Definition: The former Protano’s Auto Parts site meets the definition of a 
brownfield. This site is (a) Not listed or proposed for listing on the National Priorities List; (b) Not 
subject to unilateral administrative orders, court orders, administrative orders on consent, or 
judicial consent decrees issued to or entered into by parties under CERCLA; (c) Not subject to the 
jurisdiction, custody, or control of the U.S. Government.   
 
8. Environmental Assessment Required for Cleanup Grant Applications: 
A Phase I ESA was completed by the City of DeKalb on June 11, 2003, to evaluate the presence 
of Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) related to the Site and surrounding properties. 
The Phase I ESA identified RECs related to salvage yard operations and a historical UST. Illinois 
EPA Office of Site Evaluation (OSE) completed a soil and groundwater investigation at the Site,
dated September 8, 2004. OSE found metals, benzene, SVOCs, and PCBs above Tier 1 
Remediation Objectives as well as lead above Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
toxicity characteristic threshold. A Phase II ESA was completed by the City of DeKalb on 
September 23, 2013, to confirm data from OSE investigation at the Site. An additional Phase I 
ESA was completed by the City of DeKalb on February 13, 2015prior to Site acquisition. The City 
of DeKalb initiated a comprehensive Site investigation (CSI) in 2025 to further characterize the 
Site in preparation for cleanup. Additional assessment is not anticipated; however, if further 
assessment is necessary, there will be a sufficient level of characterization from environmental site 
assessment performed by June 15, 2026. 
 
9. Site Characterization:
Per Illinois EPA’s Acknowledgment Letter on January 21, 2026, which is included in this 
application submittal, the Illinois EPA states: “The grant will be a Cleanup Grant for Hazardous 
Substances and will be used on a site located at 1151 South 4th Street, DeKalb IL, 60115. The site 
is currently enrolled in the State of Illinois Site Remediation Program. Based on the current 
information, there has been a Comprehensive Site Investigation Report, Remedial Objectives 
Report, and Remedial Action Report submitted. Illinois EPA replied with comments and additional 
assessment is needed to sufficiently characterize the site for the remediation work to begin. A reply 
is expected from the City of DeKalb by the end of January 2026.” Should additional site 



CITY OF DEKALB, ILLINOIS 
FY26 BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP GRANT 

investigation be deemed necessary by the Illinois EPA for site characterization, the City of DeKalb 
will perform the required site assessment prior to June 15, 2026. 

10. Enforcement or Other Actions: The City has owned the site since April 24, 2015. No known 
enforcement or other actions have been identified.

11. Sites Requiring a Property-Specific Determination:  
The Former Protano’s Auto Parts does not require a property-specific determination based on 
review Section 1.5 in the Information on Sites Eligible for Brownfields Funding under CERCLA 
104(k) of the FY26 Guidelines for Brownfield Cleanup Grants. 
 
12. Threshold Criteria Related to CERCLA: 
a.) Property Ownership Eligibility – Hazardous Substances Sites 

(iii) (1) Landowner Protections from CERCLA Liability: The site parcels meet the 
requirements for asserting an affirmative defense to CERCLA liability through bona fide 
prospective purchaser (BFPP) liability protection per CERCLA §101(40) as demonstrated 
through the following subsections. 

 Information on the Property Acquisition: The City acquired the parcels through Tax 
Deed ($1,300.00) on April 24, 2015. The City of DeKalb is the sole owner of the parcels, 
acquired from Guido Protano. The City of DeKalb holds no familial, contractual, corporate, 
or financial relationships or affiliations with any prior owners or operators (or other 
potentially responsible parties) of the property. 

 Pre-Purchase Inquiry: The City of DeKalb completed a Phase I ESA in accordance with 
ASTM E1527-13, satisfying All Appropriate Inquiry, on February 13, 2015. The Phase I 
ESA dated February 13, 2015, was conducted by True North Consultants, Inc.

 Timing and/or Contribution Toward Hazardous Substance Disposal: All disposal of 
hazardous substances at the site occurred prior to the City of DeKalb acquiring the 
property. The City of DeKalb has not contributed or arranged for the disposal of hazardous 
substances at the site or transported hazardous substances to the site. 

 
 Post-Acquisition Uses: The City of DeKalb has not conducted operations on the site, nor 

has the City of DeKalb allowed operations by others on the site, since acquisition of the 
parcel (acquisition date provided above). 

 Continuing Obligations: Concrete slab foundation have intentionally been left in place at 
the Site to provide barriers over contaminated soils. Since site acquisition, the City of 
DeKalb Police Department and City Officials have monitored the site for trespassing, 
dumping, and littering. The City of DeKalb has enrolled the site into the Illinois EPA Site 
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Remediation Program to evaluate contaminant exposure routes in preparation for site 
remediation. 

The City of DeKalb is committed to complying with the following future obligations:

 Compliance with any land use restrictions and does not impede the effectiveness or 
integrity of any institutional controls; 

 Assist and cooperate with those performing the cleanup and provide access to the 
property;

 Compliance with all information requests and administrative subpoenas that have or 
may be issued in connection with the property, and

 Providing all legally required notices. 

13. Cleanup Authority and Oversight Structure:
a. Describe how you will oversee the site:
The City of DeKalb enrolled the site into the Illinois EPA voluntary Site Remediation Program 
(SRP) on September 22, 2025 with the intention of obtaining a No Further Remediation (NFR) 
letter relating to the identified subsurface impacts. Accordingly, the numerical cleanup objectives 
for subsurface contamination are the TACO remediation objectives for residential, 
industrial/commercial, and construction worker receptors.  
 
b. Provide your plan to acquire access to relevant adjacent or neighboring properties if 
necessary: Access to adjacent properties is not anticipated. If it is determined that access to 
adjacent properties is necessary, the City of DeKalb will coordinate access agreements with the 
relevant property owners.  
 
14. Community Notification: 
a. Draft Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives 
A Draft Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) was prepared for the project site.  
The City made it available to the public for review and comment on January 12, 2026. The Draft 
ABCA and DRAFT Cleanup Grant Application were available for review at City Hall and on the 
City’s website: https://www.cityofDeKalb.com/. The DRAFT ABCA is included in this grant 
submittal. 
 
b. Community Notification Ad 
The City of DeKalb published a community notification advertisement in the local newspaper 
through the Daily Chronicle on December 30, 2025.  This ad indicated the following: 

 that a copy of the City’s grant application, including the Draft ABCA, is available for 
public review and comment; 

 how to comment on the draft application; 

where the draft application is located (with City Clerk and on the City’s website); and 
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FY26 BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP GRANT 

 the date and time of a public meeting (January 12, 2026, 6:00 p.m.) 
 
The Certificate of Publication from the Daily Chronicle for the community notification ad is 
included in this grant submittal. 

c. Public Meeting
The City of DeKalb held a Public Meeting during the regular City Council meeting on January 12, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the draft application and consider public comments on the application 
and project. From the Public Meeting, the City is including the following in their grant application 
submittal: 

 the comments or a summary of the public comments received;  

 the applicant’s response to those comments; 

 meeting notes or a summary of the public meeting; 

 recording of meeting displaying attendance can be found at  
https://www.cityofDeKalb.com/887/Watch-a-Meeting  

d. Submission of Community Notification Documents
The City of DeKalb has included the items listed below in their Cleanup Grant application 
submittal to US EPA: 

 a copy of the draft ABCA 

 a copy of the ad that demonstrates notification to the public and solicitation for comments 
on the application 

 the comments or a summary of comments received 

 the applicant’s response to those public comments 

 meeting notes or summary from the public meeting 

 recording of meeting displaying attendance can be found at 
https://www.cityofDeKalb.com/887/Watch-a-Meeting  

15. Named Contractors and Subrecipients:
Not Applicable.   
 






