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6. Contacts  
a. Project Director  
 Name: Rebecca Otte, Brownfield Coordinator 
 Phone Number: (504) 736-7069 
 Email Address: Rebecca.Otte@LA.gov 

Mailing Address: Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 4314, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4314 

 
b. Chief Executive 

Name: Courtney J. Burdette, LDEQ Secretary 
Phone Number: (225) 219-3950 
Email Address: Courtney.Burdette@LA.GOV  
Mailing Address: Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 4314, 

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4314 

7. Population  
 Historic Downtown Lafayette Target Area 

 City: 122,280 
 TA: 27,784 

 Town of Washington (Target Area and Town Boundaries are the same): 864 
 Town of Homer (Target Area and Town Boundaries are the same): 2,694 

 

8. Other Factors  
Other Factors Page # 

Community population is 15,000 or less.  2 
The applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian Tribe or United States 
Territory.  

 

The priority site(s) is impacted by mine-scarred land.   
The priority site(s) is adjacent to a body of water (i.e., the border of the priority 
site(s) is contiguous or partially contiguous to the body of water, or would be 
contiguous or partially contiguous with a body of water but for a street, road, or 
other public thoroughfare separating them).  

 

The priority site(s) is in a federally designated flood plain.   
The reuse of the priority site(s) will facilitate renewable energy from wind, solar, 
or geothermal energy.  

3-4 

The reuse of the priority site(s) will incorporate energy efficiency measures.  3-4 
The proposed project will improve local resilience to the impacts of extreme 
weather events and natural disasters.  

5 

At least 30% of the overall project budget will be spent on eligible reuse/area-
wide planning activities, as described in Section 3.A.(2), for priority sites within 
the target areas.  

 

The target area(s) is impacted by a coal-fired power plant that has recently closed 
(2015 or later) or is closing.  
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9. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority 
Applicant is the state environmental authority; therefore no letter is required. 

10. Releasing of Copies of Applications 
Sensitive and confidential business information included in the application includes the 
email addresses and phone numbers of Project Partners included in Section 2.e (pages 8 
and 9). LDEQ requests this information be redacted prior to releasing the document to the 
public.  
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1. PROJECT AREA DESCRIPTION & PLANS FOR REVITALIZATION  
Target Areas & Brownfields  
a. Overview of Brownfield Challenges & Description of Target Areas: Louisiana is a rich & unique blend of cultures formed over 
millennia as various ethnic groups settled the fertile soil of our river system & melded together. Native tribes, European explorers 
& early settlers, Africans brought over for slavery & Free People of Color, Acadians (Cajuns), & others mixed together to create 
vibrant communities with delicious foods, wonderful hospitality, lively music, & unique creativity. While our vivacious culture draws 
in people from around the world, our industrial history and repeated extreme weather events create constant struggles limiting 
Louisiana’s ability to achieve its full potential. In addition, the State’s predominantly small, rural communities & small cities lack the 
capacity to access Federal resources & do not have the resources to adequately address community needs. Most Louisiana 
communities lie in close proximity to water, used for transport, food & commercial enterprises. That proximity supports our livelihood 
but, with increasing frequency, puts us at risk. Heavy rainfall in 2015, 2016 & 2019 as well as 8 major hurricanes since 2005 caused 
catastrophic damage in every parish (county) in the state, taxing State & local resources & creating widespread Brownfield sites, 
including historic buildings (with lead & asbestos) & neighborhood retail establishments where owners lacked resources to rebuild. 
Added to this, the 2014 oil crash (documented by the US Energy Information Administration) significantly deflated the State’s heavily 
oil & gas dependent economy as well as local tax bases. Operations halted, blighting communities with contaminated abandoned 
properties. Energy sector layoffs & out-migration diminished the customer base for local support businesses, causing the closure 
of gas stations, dry cleaners & manufacturing facilities. Local governments were left with Brownfield sites & diminished tax revenues 
to address them. COVID’s significant impact on our hospitality industry only exasperated these issues, making Louisiana one of 
the hardest hit States by the pandemic, losing an estimated $900 million in State revenue & $787.5 million in local government 
revenues from June 2019 – April 2020 according to data collected by the Urban Institute’s State & Local Finance Initiative. While 
tourism has somewhat rebounded, the effects of the economic loss linger. In addition, Louisiana faces an affordable housing crises 
fueled by rising homeowners’/renters’ insurance costs (among the highest nationwide according to BankRate) as a result of frequent 
extreme weather events. Despite being #50 in overall State rankings by US News & World Report (Economy: #50, Crime & 
Corrections: #50, Health Care: #44), Louisianans love our State & constantly strive to preserve our unique cultures & communities, 
addressing today’s problems & planning for the future. This grant will allow the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
(LDEQ; applicant) to continue to support our local communities throughout the State of Louisiana who endeavor to revitalize but 
lack the capacity to apply for & manage Brownfield funding on their own. Activities conducted under this statewide grant will facilitate 
the resilient reuse of Brownfields created by flooding & economic conditions, remove environmental hazards, diversify local 
economies, & provide opportunities to address economic disparities throughout our State in alignment with local visions & plans at 
some of the over 2000 Brownfield sites in our State.  
This grant will focus on three Target Areas (TAs) along the Interstate 49 (I-49) Corridor that connects Cajun Country in the south 
to North Louisiana & provides a transportation conduit for the myriad of smaller communities throughout our rural state: Historic 
Downtown Lafayette (Lafayette TA), the Town of Homer (Homer TA), & the Town of Washington (Washington TA). In 
addition, this grant will allow LDEQ to continue our partnerships with small municipalities, local Main Street Programs, & community 
groups to address Brownfield sites throughout the state to revitalize local economies, clean up environmental contamination, & 
create opportunities for local residents to improve their quality of life. All three TAs have experienced persistent poverty where 
20% or more of their population has lived in poverty over the past 30 years, as measured by the 1990 & 2000 decennial 
censuses & the most recent Small Area Income & Poverty Estimates. Focusing on our economically vulnerable communities, our 
TAs were chosen based on economic & social needs, local revitalization & community outreach momentum, impacts of repeat 
extreme weather events, & sites prime for assessment when the grant starts. 
Historic Downtown Lafayette (Lafayette TA; 9 mi2; pop. 27,7841; within the Lafayette Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)); 
Census Tracts 1, 2, 5, 6.02, 7, 9, 11, & 22): At the start of I-49 is our first TA: Lafayette’s historic downtown area. Originally settled 
by the Atakapa tribe, the population of the Lafayette area greatly expanded in the mid- to late 1700s with the migration of Acadians 
who had been forcibly removed from Nova Scotia by the British. Over time, Lafayette became a hub of trade, agriculture, the oil 
industry, & tourism. While it has a vibrant Cajun culture centered around mouthwatering food & lively music, the dramatic decline 
of the oil & gas industry in 2014 devastated Lafayette’s economy, even worse than the oil bust in the 1980s. According to the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, the 2014 downturn resulted in 14.8% loss in per capita income by 2016, a loss that remained for 
successive years (-6.7% in 2019). Just as the area was recovering from the oil bust, the COVID pandemic hit, severely impacting 
the tourism economy & furthering Lafayette’s economic struggles. Over 21 extreme weather events have slammed into the TA 
since 2001, including hurricanes and massive flooding. Economic and weather impacts created Brownfield sites as businesses 

                                                      

1 All demographic data is from the most recent U.S. Census unless otherwise indicated 
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shutdown leaving abandoned gas stations, historic properties, motels, and industrial sites in their wake. With over 1,200 blighted 
properties, Lafayette’s need for Brownfield funding is substantial. Lafayette also faces an affordable housing crisis: 40% of renters 
spend more than 30% of their income on housing. People in lower coastal communities moved to Lafayette due to rising 
insurance rates & increased severe weather events, putting significant strain on housing availability, especially for low-income 
working class residents. Median Income in the CTs range from $18,031 to $64,375, all below the US ($78,538) and most below 
Louisiana ($60,023), demonstrating the need for higher-wage jobs & additional job opportunities. The Lafayette TA’s extremely 
high poverty rate of 33% is almost triple the US rate (12%) & notably higher than Louisiana (19%). This especially impacts the 
39% of under 5 year-olds living in poverty, higher than Louisiana (28%) & more than double the US (18%).  Poverty rates for 
seniors are also high at 28% compared to 14% in Louisiana & significantly higher than 10% in the US. Small businesses are ideal 
candidates for Brownfield sites in the Lafayette TA & can provide critical, local living wage jobs while allowing people to work close 
to where they live, especially those taking care of children & aging loved ones. This grant will focus on the many derelict commercial 
properties in Lafayette’s historic downtown urban core bounded by Interstate 10 to the north, West University Ave. to the west 
& south, & Northeast Evangeline Thruway to the east with a 1-mile buffer around the area, including former gas stations & auto 
repair shops, a vacant rail operations yard, abandoned motels & industrial complexes, & empty lots. Developers are hesitant to 
take on these sites due to unknown environmental risks & blight in the general community. In partnership with City of Lafayette, 
Acadiana Planning Commission (APC; the metropolitan planning organization for the Lafayette area), & local community groups, 
this grant will support the assessment of these sites to facilitate their resilient reuse for local small business development 
& much-needed affordable housing. This work will build on the momentum of APC’s University Avenue Corridor Initiative, 
including the reuse of the former Coca-Cola Bottling plant Brownfield site on University Ave., which has been turned into the Bottle 
Arts Loft, an affordable housing complex for local artist.  
Town of Washington (pop. 864; 0.85 mi2; located in St. Landry Parish (county), a non-MSA; CT 9602): Travelling north on I-
49, we reach our second TA: the Town of Washington. The geographic boundaries of this TA are the boundaries of the Town of 
Washington with a focus on Main Street. Founded in 1720 as a French trading post & incorporated in 1835, Washington is the 
3rd oldest settlement in Louisiana and was the largest steamboat port between New Orleans & St. Louis, shipping cotton, cattle, 
sugar, & molasses, until the arrival of the railroad in 1883 which devastated Washington's importance as a trade center. The last 
steamboat departed in 1900, leaving the town economically devastated. Residents struggle with low incomes (Median Household 
Income: $36,944, 60% of the Median Income in Louisiana at $60,986 & less than half the US Median Household Income of 
$80,610).  30% of the population lives in poverty compared to 19% of people in Louisiana & 11% in the US. This especially 
affects those under 5 years old, over half of which live in poverty (55%; compared to 18% in the US & 28% in Louisiana) & 65 
years old & older (20% compared to 10% in the US & 14% in Louisiana). As with the rest of the state, increases in homeowners’/ 
renters’ insurance rates from repetitive extreme weather events put additional financial pressure on already tight budgets. According 
to the Louisiana Tumor Registry, St. Landry Parish has a significantly higher cancer rate (538 cases/ 100k persons) compared to 
the State (489 cases/100k persons). The Louisiana Dept. of Health (LDH) notes 37% of residents in Washington suffer from 
obesity, higher than Louisiana (35%), which has the 4th highest obesity rate in the US according to the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC). This grant will build upon the Town’s 2024 Master Plan to revitalize their economy by building their recreational tourism 
industry, especially focusing on their ample walking trails & outdoor opportunities on the river. This grant will also assess key sites 
along Main Street to facilitate their reuse. Like many of Louisiana’s small, rural communities, the Town is passionate about 
redeveloping their historic Main Street’s blighted properties. Working with community residents & elected leaders & using funding 
from our first CWAGST, LDEQ partnered with APC to develop an inventory of 23 Brownfield sites including former gas stations, 
historic buildings with suspected lead & asbestos, vacant dry cleaners & a former cotton gin. This grant will address sites identified 
in the inventory to support the Town’s revitalization efforts, restoring properties in their National Historic District & State Cultural 
District to support local businesses, build their recreational & tourism economies, increase opportunities for healthy exercise to 
reduce obesity, provide job opportunities for local residents, & reduce the risk of exposure to contamination.  
Town of Homer (pop. 2,694; 4.5 mi2; located in Claiborne Parish, a non-MSA; CT 9504): Located at the north end of I-49 in 
Louisiana is the Town of Homer (TA boundaries: Town of Homer limits with a focus on historic downtown). Founded in 1849, 
Homer once bustled with timber & oil industries centered on the courthouse square, which included a myriad of stores, bakeries, 
barbershops, & other neighborhood businesses. A fire in December 1876 followed by a snowstorm a week later devastated the 
town but residents were determined to rebuild. With the discovery of oil in 1918, the economy flourished until the 1980s oil bust, 
exasperated by the 2014 oil crises. The town’s population decreased as residents moved away to find jobs (15% decrease since 
2014; 46% decrease since its height in 1950 based on US Census data). Those that remain have a 43% poverty rate (compared 
to 19% in Louisiana & 11% in the US) & a median income of $21,396, (compared to $60,986 in Louisiana & $80,610 in the US). 
Per the LDH, Homer suffers from an elevated cancer rate of 531 incidences/ 100k people compared to Louisiana (489), and the 
highest rate of elevated childhood blood lead levels (BLL) in the State with 8.2% of children<5 having a BLL of 5 micrograms per 
deciliter (ug/dL) or higher. The economic downturn & resulting population decline left Brownfield sites in their wake as businesses 
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Curtis Rodemacher Power Plant located on a key corridor on Pinhook Ave. Based on previous community input & APC’s CEDS, 
options include energy-efficient affordable housing to alleviate Lafayette’s critical housing shortage, commercial space for small 
businesses to create local jobs, & a fresh food grocery store in the USDA Food Desert. Reuse of the Vacant Lot at Church 
Street & Hinckley Street (Washington TA) as a trail head/park aligns with the Town of Washington’s Master Plan (Mar. 2024) & 
supports the Plan’s goals to connect existing walking tours & trails with the Town’s rich history & architecture, activate available 
land, add community event spaces, & promote recreational opportunities for local residents and tourism. In the Homer TA, reuse 
of the Former Homer Trading Post as neighborhood commercial, the Old Power Plant as affordable housing mixed-use, & the 
American Legion Hut as an event space supports the goals established in the Town’s 2024 Transformation Strategy, developed 
with considerable community input by Main Street Homer: revitalize vacant/ underutilized properties with uses that serve the 
community (all sites); develop & activate local businesses (e.g. reuse of Trading Post; local caterers & event planners for events 
at the American Legion Hut); & promote & increase the tourism market by providing a historic event venue (American Legion Hut) 
& restoring Homer’s Main Street Historic District.  
e. Outcomes & Benefits of Reuse Strategy: With this grant, LDEQ will support revitalization efforts by our limited-capacity mid-
sized cities (Lafayette) & rural towns (Homer & Washington) where small- & medium-sized projects make a big impact. This grant 
will remove environmental unknowns to facilitate site reuse, which reduces blight & contamination & attracts reuse funding, 
employers, residents & development while generating local jobs & local tax revenue. Louisiana is on the forefront of the extreme 
weather crisis, which especially impacts low-income populations & small communities with limited resources. Reuses for projects 
assessed under this funding will improve local resilience by including bioswales & stormwater retention in open areas to mitigate 
flooding; hardening buildings to resist wind & hurricanes; & using flood resistant materials when appropriate. In addition, buildings 
upgrades will include energy-efficient measures & solar panels when appropriate.   
Lafayette: Reuse of the 3-story Curtis Rodemacher Power Plant & the Orleans Oil Property will generate substantial economic 
development, creating local jobs, affordable housing, & space for local businesses such as a fresh food grocery store in a 
USDA Food Desert, while restoring two historic properties with energy-efficiency upgrades, solar panels, building hardening to 
resist storms, permeable pavement in parking areas to help alleviate flooding, & community greenspace with bioswales. Based 
on similar projects, the Power Plant restoration is anticipated to generate at least 50 local jobs, provide space for 10 local 
businesses, & create vital affordable housing, with an estimated $10 million investment. The Orleans Oil Property reuse is 
expected to result in a $4 million investment & 10 jobs created based on similar projects. Redevelopment of both sites will 
alleviate blight in key corridors, spark revitalization of surrounding properties, provide space for local businesses to diversify the 
economy, and generate ongoing local tax revenue.   
Washington: The Vacant Lot at Church Street & Hinckley Street will be transformed into a trailhead/ park & encourage use of 
the nearby walking trails to promote healthy living & increase recreational tourism to support local businesses. The planned 
reuse includes stormwater retention & bioswales to increase local resiliency & solar panels on the shelters.  
Homer: All 3 projects will reduce blight, create revitalization momentum, & provide critical local jobs. Bringing back the Former 
Homer Trading Post as a restaurant or retail store increases foot traffic for surrounding businesses & contributes to the overall 
revitalization of downtown Homer, creating jobs both at the Post & in neighboring vacant buildings. Based on the Main Street 
Homer Market Analysis & Real Estate Redevelopment Strategy, restoration of this historic structure will result in a $630,000 
investment with ongoing revenues from rent & sales/income taxes. Restoration plans also include solar panels, energy-efficient 
upgrades, & storm proofing to increase building resilience. Vacant for over two decades, redevelopment of the Old Power Plant 
site as a mixed-used development will bring quality affordable housing to Homer as well as space for local businesses & 
nonprofits. Based on similar projects, the adaptive reuse project is expected to generate a $5 million investment, with ongoing 
rental income from residential & commercial spaces (approximately $216,000/ year for 20 apartments at $650/month & 5 
commercial spaces at $1000/month based on Main Street Homer’s market analysis), & local sales/property/income taxes. The 
Town prioritizes energy-efficient reuse plans with solar panels, bioswales to increase resiliency, & community greenspace. 
The Town identified restoring the historic American Legion Hut as a community meeting/ event space as a high priority. Based 
on 24 events/ year at $1000/ event in rental fees plus $2000 in event costs for local caterers/ event planners/ decorators, the 
restored venue would generate at least $72,000/ year. The venue would also provide dynamic meeting space for nonprofits, 
community groups, & seniors, & incorporate greenspace & stormwater retention in the surrounding acreage, energy-efficient 
measures into the restoration, & rooftop solar panels. 
Strategy for Leveraging Resources  
f. Resources Needed for Site Reuse: If needed to support the completion of site assessments & cleanups, LDEQ will request 
Targeted Brownfield Assessments (TBAs) from EPA Region 6’s Brownfield Program &/or use our limited 128(a) Brownfield State 
Response Program funding. Cleanup funding available for sites assessed under this grant includes LDEQ’s Brownfield Cleanup 
Revolving Loan Fund (BCRLF; $800,000 – LDEQ is eligible for loans); the South Louisiana BCRLF; and LDEQ’s Brownfield 
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State Response Program Funding. As most reuse funding, private or public, requires environmental site clearance, this grant will 
stimulate the availability of additional cleanup & reuse funds by addressing environmental unknowns at priority sites. The Former 
Homer Trading Post & all sites in Washington are eligible for Louisiana Main Street Restoration Grants to support 
redevelopment ($2,500 to $10,000). Main Street Homer is part of a $1.9 million FHWA Thriving Communities Regional Pilot 
Capacity Builder Program (TCP-R) grant awarded to Louisiana Main Street & the Louisiana Division of Administration to drive 
infrastructure development in underserved Main Street communities, which can be used for project implementation. The initiative 
also connects the Main Street Programs with State agencies that can provide additional funding such as the Atchafalaya National 
Heritage Area (ANHA), Louisiana Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries, & Louisiana Economic Development. The Vacant Lot in 
Washington is eligible for Atchafalaya Wild Grant Program funding up to $20,000 to support projects that promote the 
conservation &/or appreciation of the natural resources of the ANHA including outdoor recreation projects. The former Homer 
Trading Post, both sites in Lafayette, & the Vacant Lot & Main Street Gas Stations in Washington are all in Louisiana 
Cultural Districts making them eligible for State Historic Tax Credits (25% of eligible rehab costs for Lafayette; 35% of rehab costs 
for rural communities including Homer & Washington). In addition, the Vacant Lot & Main Street Gas Stations in Washington & 
the former Homer Trading Post are eligible for Federal Historic Tax Credits (20% of rehab costs). LDEQ routinely collaborates 
with the State Historic Preservation Office to ensure environmental activities align with tax credit eligibility requirements while being 
protective of human health & the environment. The Orleans Oil Property is in an Opportunity Zone (OZ) & the Rodemacher site 
is adjacent to an OZ, making them more attractive to private investors. Both sites are eligible for assistance through the Lafayette 
Public Trust Financing Authority (LPTFA) for affordable housing & to incorporate art into the reuse. Similar projects have 
benefitted from LPTFA grants of $700,000 toward redevelopment costs. Most areas in Louisiana are rural & eligible for funding 
from the USDA Rural Development Program. USDA’s Healthy Food Financing Initiative would support fresh food groceries at 
the sites in Lafayette, the Old Power Plant in Homer, & the Main Street Gas Stations sites in Washington. Homer & Washington 
Priority Sites are eligible for USDA’s Business & Industry Guaranteed Loans. LDEQ’s State Clean Water RLF ($17 million) 
provides low-interest loans for green infrastructure projects (e.g. permeable pavement, bioswales, rain gardens, etc.). All TAs/ 
Priority Sites are eligible for New Market Tax Credits (NMTCs); Louisiana Economic Development’s (LED’s) Small Business 
Loan & Guaranty Program, which facilitates small business capital with loan guarantees up to $1.5 million; the State Small 
Business Credit Initiative; and Community Development Block Grant funding. LDEQ also facilitates partnerships with 
Community Reinvestment Act sections of local banks for local financing & regularly partners with Louisiana Economic 
Development & Louisiana Main Street to identify additional resources for Brownfield projects based on planned reuse.  
g. Use of Existing Infrastructure: All priority sites utilize existing infrastructure such as water, electric, & communication/ broadband 
lines; sewer/ drainage systems; & roads. In addition, buildings to be repurposed include the American Legion Hut, the Former 
Homer Trading Post, the Rodemacher Power Plant, & the Orleans Oil Property. If enhanced infrastructure is needed for other sites, 
LDEQ maintains relationships with local municipalities, Louisiana Economic Development Districts (for EDA funding), USDA (rural 
infrastructure) & Metropolitan Planning Organizations (for transportation funding) to find local funding. Louisiana’s GUMBO 
(Granting Unserved Municipalities Broadband Opportunities) fund supports broadband improvements as needed. Sites with a clear 
path for improving infrastructure to support reuse will be prioritized. If needed, grant funds may be used to conduct infrastructure 
assessments to facilitate site reuse. 
2. COMMUNITY NEED & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
Community Need  
a. The Community’s Need for Funding: Economic & extreme weather strains, including COVID’s devastating impacts on Louisiana’s 
hospitality industry & almost annual hurricanes & flooding, drain State & municipal coffers leaving limited resources to address 
Brownfields. While recovering from Hurricanes Laura & Delta in 2020 which slammed Lafayette and Washington and impacted 
Homer, Hurricane Ida hit in 2021, causing over $65.25 billion in damage (Nat’l Centers for Environmental Information), diverting 
State funds for recovery & shuttering businesses for weeks. Louisiana’s oil industry-dependent communities struggle to recover 
from the drastic price decline, which affects local businesses dependent on industry workers as well as tax revenues. The state 
regularly ranks low for economic indicators with a 19% poverty rate (2nd highest in nation). We are the 3rd poorest state in the 
nation, resulting in lower sales, property & income taxes & less State operating revenue. Our TAs paint a more dire picture with 
an inability to draw on other funding sources for environmental assessments/ remediation & subsequent reuse because of their 
small populations & low-income. The TAs have a combined poverty rate of 34% (compared to 12% in US) with many census 
tracts over 40%, & median household incomes of $18,031 to $64,375, all well below the US ($78,538). All TAs have experienced 
persistent poverty for the past 30 years, are CDFI Severe/ Deep Distress/ High Migration Rural County/ Non-Metropolitan 
communities, & have small populations (less than 28,000) with a limited tax base, restricting their ability to draw on other 
sources of funding for Brownfield redevelopment. The drastic downturns in the oil industry in the 1980s & in 2014 heavily impacted 
all three TAs, which now struggle to diversify their economies to create more stability & prosperity for all residents. The Lafayette 
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TA’s poverty rate of 33% is well above the US (12%) & Louisiana (19%), especially impacting children under 5 (39% in poverty;  
US: 18%; Louisiana: 28%) & the elderly (28% in poverty; US: 10%; Louisiana: 14%). With limited resources, persistent poverty, 
& small TA population (27,784), Lafayette lacks sufficient funding & staff to address environmental concerns that prevent reuse 
of Brownfields in the Lafayette TA. With populations of only 2,747 & 820 respectively, Homer & Washington are both micro rural 
towns struggling to recover from the economic impacts of migration to larger cities, changes in transportation, & major weather 
events, leaving scant resources to address Brownfields. The Homer & Washington TAs also have shockingly high poverty rates 
of 43% & 30%, respectively, well above the US & Louisiana. This grant will allow LDEQ to support the assessment, remediation 
& reuse of Brownfield sites in communities that lack the capacity to do so on their own, including our three TAs, reducing the 
community’s risk of exposure to harmful contamination & facilitating the reuse of sites to support small businesses that create local 
jobs; build quality affordable housing, & provide access to free recreation opportunities for impoverished residents. 
b. Health or Welfare of Sensitive Populations: Our TAs exemplify environmentally vulnerable communities throughout our state. 
Lack of jobs & affordable housing, exposure to contamination, & increased crime attracted to vacant buildings especially impact 
our TA sensitive populations including low-income residents, pregnant women, seniors, children, & serious disease 
burden. The poverty rate for Homer is 43% (US: 12%;), including 62% of families with children <18 (US: 14%) & 30% of 
seniors over 65 (US: 10%). In Washington, 30% of residents live in poverty including 21% of families with children<18 & 
39% of seniors. The Median Incomes of Homer ($35,898) & Washington ($36,944) are less than half the US ($78,538) & well 
below Louisiana ($60,023). In the Lafayette TA, 33% of residents live in poverty including 28% of seniors & 40% of families 
with children<18, & the Median Income in all CTs is below the US. Lack of economic opportunity & support for local businesses 
& the prevalence of blighted properties that depress property values all worsen economic conditions for our most vulnerable 
populations. According to LDH, all TAs face negative health effects from severe housing problems including exposure to lead 
based paint & asbestos, as well as high rates of adult obesity (33%–38%) & lack of physical inactivity (26%-31%).  Children 
under 16 in Homer (27% of residents), Washington (29%), & Lafayette (18%) are especially at risk for exposure to harmful 
contamination from Brownfield sites, as are women of childbearing age (Homer: 50%; Washington: 52%; Lafayette: 62%), 
seniors (Homer: 18%; Washington: 13%; Lafayette: 15%), & our low-income residents. Blighted Brownfield sites in the TAs 
attract crime, a major deterrent to revitalization efforts, especially affecting sensitive populations, putting low income, pregnant 
women, seniors & children at elevated risk. According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Report, Homer experiences higher-than-
average crime rates compared to national & state figures, with significant property crimes (over 2,300 per 100k) & violent crime 
(around 283 per 100k). Lafayette’s resident face an even higher crime rate (4,829 per 100k people), including significant violent 
& property crimes like aggravated assault & robbery. Washington received a “C” grade from CrimeGrade.org, which pulls data 
from sheriff’s reports, FBI records, & insurance records, & is located in St. Landry Parish (county) which has one of the highest 
crime rates in the State. This grant will assess contamination to support the cleanup & reuse of priority & other sites to elevate the 
quality of life for sensitive TA populations including low-income & minority residents, children, seniors & pregnant women by 
reducing exposure to harmful contamination; providing jobs for economically challenged communities; providing access to fresh 
food; encouraging walkability for healthier lifestyles; redeveloping blighted properties that attract criminal activity; & increasing the 
availability of safe, affordable housing.  
c. Greater Than Normal Incidence of Disease & Adverse Health Conditions: Assessments funded by this grant will identify & 
facilitate removal of environmental threats to people who live & work in proximity to Brownfield sites in the TAs, especially our 
vulnerable populations such as pregnant women, seniors, children, & low-income residents. Contaminants at Priority Sites are 
known to cause cancer, birth defects & respiratory issues, including: Hydrocarbons & Benzene, Toluene, Ethyl benzene & Xylenes 
(BTEX) from auto repair, gas station & oil industry operations; Asbestos found in insulation, floor tile, & other building materials; 
Lead from paint & gasoline emissions; & Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) used in adhesives & hydraulic lifts. Lead is especially 
prevalent in Louisiana with elevated blood lead levels (BLL) in 12% of those over 16 according to LDH. Per LDH data, Claiborne 
Parish (county), where Homer is located, has the highest rate of childhood BLL in the State (8.2% of children< 5 years old have 
>5 ug/dL). According to US Census data, 90% of the housing stock in Homer, 83% in Washington, & 56 - 90% in the Lafayette TA 
CTs was built before 1979, exposing residents to lead & asbestos on a daily basis. According to the CDC & LDH, Louisiana falls 
within the top 25% of states for asthma-related deaths, with the highest rate of severed uncontrolled asthma in the US. One in 
10 Louisianans suffer from asthma, making it one of the biggest health burdens in the state, with elevated rates ranging from 10-
12% in our TA parishes (counties; per LDH). According to the Louisiana Tumor Registry, St. Landry Parish (Washington) & 
Claiborne Parish (Homer) face higher rates of cancer (538 & 531 per 100k, respectively) than in Louisiana (489 per 100k), with 
Lafayette just below at 485; all higher than the US (444). Per the Louisiana Tumor Registry, All TAs also rank higher than the 
US for lung & bronchus cancer (St. Landry: 68; Claiborne: 63; Lafayette: 57; Louisiana: 61; US: 53 per 100k). According to 
the EPA, friable asbestos found in older, dilapidated buildings in all TAs, including our priority sites & the over 75% of housing stock 
constructed prior to 1979, can contribute to both lung cancer & asthma. Sensitive populations in our TAs including pregnant 
women, children & low-income residents commonly have other health conditions & are especially vulnerable to asbestos 


















