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Planktonic cyanobacteria

Looks good!

Health Watch

Warning Advisory

Danger Advisory



Benthic cyanobacteria

Looks good!

Check first

Warning Advisory





Recreational water quality: a team eort



Recreational water quality: a team eort







Statewide workgroup



HABs.utah.gov

101,923 unique users in 
2025 (3% of the population!)

#1 visited DEQ page during 
summer months









Regional coordination











UPCC human illness cases
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Deer Creek, July-August



Deer Creek, July-August

HAB cell density
● Threshold for advisory: 100,000 

cells/mL
● Measured 7/25: 3,371 cells/mL

Microcystins
● Threshold for advisory: 8 ug/L
● Measured 7/25: None



Deer Creek, July-August
Utah Poison Control Center report (July 29)

● 29 YOF was kiteboarding on Deer Creek; within 2 hours had 
swelling in left eye; within 16 hours had chest pain, edema, and 
trouble swallowing

● 51 YOF was paddleboarding on Deer Creek; she removed algae 
from her board with her hands; after a few hours she had 
abdominal pain and sores on her hands

Angler reports harmful algal 
bloom sighting at Deer Creek
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Questions?
hannah.bonner@byu.edu
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