
Appendix I - Areas of Critical Concern (ACEC) in 
Massachusetts 
If the project is proposed in one of the communities listed in the following three pages the 
project may be located in an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  Also see the MA 
DEP’s website: www.state.ma.us/dep. To confirm whether the project location is in an ACEC, 
contact the Conservation Commission or the MA Department of Conservation & Recreation 
ACEC program at either: 

DCR 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 700 
Boston, MA 02114 
617-626-1250 
or 

136 Damon Road 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-8706 x21 

www.state.ma.us/dep


MASSACHUSETTS AREAS OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN 
November 2003 

Total Approximate Acreage: 240,900 acres 
Approximate acreage and desig.,ation date follow ACEC 
names below~ 

Bourne Back River 
(1,850 acres, 1989) Bourne 

Canoe River Aquifer and Associated Areas 
(17,200 acres, 1991 ) E<1ston, Foxborough, 
Mansfield, Norton, Sharon, and Taunton 

Central Nashua River Valley 
(12,900 acres,1 996) Bolton, Harvard, Lanc<isler, 
and Leominster 

Cranberry Brook Watershed 
(1 ,050 acres, 1983) Braintree and Holbrook 

Ellisville Harbor 
(600 acres, 1980) Plymouth 

Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
(8.350 acres, 1992) Boston, Canton. Dedl)am, 
Milton, Norwood, Randolph, Sharon, and 
Westwood 

Golden Hills 
(500 acres, 1987) Melrose, Saugus, and 
Wakefield 

Herring River Watershed 
(4,450 acres, 1991) Bourne and Plymouth 

Hinsdale Flats Watershed 
(14,500 acres, 1992) Dalton, Hinsdale. Peru. 
and Washington 

Hockomock Swamp 
(16,950 acres, 1990) Bridgewater, Easton, 
Norton. Raynham, Taunton, and West 
Bridgewater 

Inner Cape Cod Bay 
(2,550 acres, 1985) Brewster, Eastham. and 
Orleans 

Kampoosa Bog Drainage Basin 
(1,350 acres, 1995) Lee and Stockbridge 

Karner Brook Watershed 
(7,000 acres. 1992) Egremont and Mount 
Washington 

Miscoe-Warren-Whitehall Watersheds 
(8,700 acres, 2000) Grafton, Hopkinton, and 
Upton 

Neponset River Estuary 
(1,300 acres, 1995) Boston, Millon, and Quincy 

Parker River/Essex Bay 
(25.500 acres, 1979) Essex, Gloucester, Ipswich, 
Newbury, and Rowley 

Peiapawag 
(25,630 acres, 2002) Ayer, Dunstable, Groton, 
Pepperell, Tyngsborough 

Pleasant Bay 
(9,050 acres. 1987) Brewster, Chatham. Haiwich, 
and Orleans 

Pocasset River 
(150 acres, 1980) Bourne 

Rumney Marshes 
(2 .800 acres, 1988) Boston . Lynn, Revere, 
Saugus, and Winthrop 

Sandy Neck/Barnstable Harbor 
(8,850 acres. 1978) Barnstable and Sandwich 

Schenob Brook Drainage Basin 
(13,750 acres. 1990) Mount Washington and 
Sheffield 

Squannassit 
(37,450 acres, 2002) Ashby, Ayer, Groton. 
Harvard, Lancaster, Lunenburg, Pepperell, 
Shirley. Townsend 

Waquoit Bay 
(2,550 acres, 1979) Falmouth and Mashpee 

Weir River 
(950 acres, 1986) Cohasset, Hingham, and Hull 

Wellfleet Harbor 
(1 2,350 acres, 1989) Eastham, Truro, and 
Wellfleet 

Westborough Cedar Swamp 
(1,650 acres, 1975) Hopkinton and Westborough 

Weymouth Back River 
(950 acres. 1982) Hingham and Weymouth 
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•Towns with ACECs within their Boundaries November 2003 

TOWN ACEC 
Ashby 
Ayer 

Bams;able 
Bolten 
Boston 

Bourne 

Brain1ree 
Bu.,wstcr 

Bridgewater 
Canton 
Chatham 
Cohasset 
Dallon 
Dedham 
Dunstable 
Eastham 

Easton 

Egremont 
Essex 
Falrnoulh 
Foxborough 
Gloucester 
Grafton 

Groton 

HaJWich 

TOWN ACEC 
Norton Hockllrnock Swamp 

Canoe River Aquifer 
Notwood Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
Orleans Inner Cape Cod Bay 

Squannassit 
Petapawag 
Squan!lassit 
San<fy Neck/Barnstable Harbor 
Central Nashua River Valfey 
Rumney Marshes 
Fowl Meadow t1nd Po1)kapoag Bog 
Neponset River Es1ua,y 
Pocasse1 River 
Bourne Bae~ River 
Herrmg Rivef Watershed 
Cranberry Brook Watershed 

Pleasant Bay 
Inner Cape Cod Bay 
Hockomock Swamp 
Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
Pleasant Bay 
Weir River 
Hinsdale Flats Watershed 
Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
Petapawag 

Inner Cape Cod Bay 
Wellfleet Haroor 
Canoe RNe, Aqulrer 
HocKomock Swamp 
Karner Brook Watershed 
Parker River/Essex Bay 
Waquoil Bay 
Canoe River Aquifer 
Parker River/Essex Bay 
Miscoe-'Narreo-Whitehall 

Watersheds 
P~tapawag 
Squannassil 
Central Nashua River Valley 
Squannassit 
Pleasant Bay 

Hingham Weir River 

Pepperell 

Peru 
Plymouth 

Quincy 
Randolph 
Raynham 
Revere 
Rowley 
Sandwich 
Saugus 

Sharon 

Sheffield 
Shirley 
Stockbtidge 
Taunton 

Truro 
Townsend 
Tyngsborough 
Up!on 

Wakefield 
Washington 
Wellfleet 
W 8fidgewa1er 
Westborough 
Westwood 
Weymouth 
Wmthrop 

Hinsdale 
Holbrook 
Hopkinton 

Hull 
Ipswich 
Lancaster 

Lee 
Le-om,nster 
Lunenburg 
Lynn 
Mansfield 
Mashpee 
Melrose 
Millo1, 

Ml Washington 

Newbury 

Weymoulh Bael< River 
Hinsdafe Flats Watershe<S 
Cranberry Brook Watershed 
Miscoe-Warren-Whitehall 

Watersheds 
Wes1bo1ough Ce<lar Swamp 
Weir Rive, 
Parker Rive,/Essex Bay 
Central Nashua R,ver Valley 
Squal"1nassit 
Kampoosa Bog Drainage Basin 
Central Nashua Rrver Valley 
Squannassit 
Rumney Marshes 
Canoe River Aquifer 
Waquolt Bay 
Golden HIiis 
Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
Neponset River Estuary 
Karner Brook \.Yatershcd 
Schencb Brook 
Parker River/Es.sex Bay 

Pleasant Bay 
Peiapawag 
Squaonassil 
Hinsdale Flats Watershed 
Herring River Watershed 
Ellisville Harbor 
Neponset River Estuary 
Fowl Meadow an<J Ponkapoag Bog 
Hockomock Swamp 
Rumney Marshes 
Parker River/Essex Bay 
Sandy Neck/Barnstable Harbor 
Rumney Marshes 
Golden HIiis 
Canoe River Aquiler 
Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 

Schenob Brook 
Squannass1I 
Karnpoosa Bog Drainage Basin 
Hockomock Swamp 
Canoe River Aquifer 
Wellfleet Harbor 
Squanr1assi1 
Peta pa wag 
Miscoe-·warren-Whitehall 

Watersheds 
Golden Hills 
Hinsdale Flats \A/a1ershed 
Wellfleet Harbor 
Hockomock Swamp 
V'lcstborough Cedar Swamp 
Fowl Meadow and Ponkapoag Bog 
Weymouth Back River 
Rumney Marshes 
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